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Episcopal University in Hai educa ng tomorrows
agriculture specialist with crea vity and perseverance.
In the midst of many chal‐
lenges, the Episcopal Uni‐
versity in Port au Prince,
Hai is con nuing to find
crea ve ways to train to‐
morrow’s agriculture lead‐
ers. ECHO staﬀ was recent‐
ly invited to visit the univer‐
sity’s training center and
farm in Leogane and saw
firsthand the blessing of
good soils and the diﬃcul‐
es of teaching in buildings
that suﬀered extensive
damage in the earthquake
over 5 years ago. Since the
earthquake, the university
has had to rearrange the
agriculture curriculum due
to the fact that student
dorms are no longer habita‐
ble. In the face of this reali‐
ty, the university has fo‐
cused its "on farm" curricu‐
lum on subjects that lend
themselves to two day a
week visit by the students

and professors. The new
focus includes subjects like
compos ng, bee keeping
and fruit tree gra ing.
With the poten al of infra‐
structure repair on the
horizon, the university is
looking to add robust
training in rural assess‐
ment, rural economics and
vegetable seed produc on
and banking. The universi‐
ty also hopes to create a

thriving, commercial farm
where students can experi‐
ence the reali es of farm‐
ing as a business and gain
hands‐on knowledge in
sustainable farming prac‐
ces. The diligent eﬀorts of
the university’s staﬀ and
students are a powerful
tes mony of moving for‐
ward with hope even when
the circumstances are
tough.

Registra on is now open for ECHO’s Annual Interna onal
Agriculture Conference—Nov. 17‐19, 2015—Fort Myers, FL
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Technical Note Spotlight
ECHO regularly publishes Technical Notes
to address important agriculture devel‐
opment issues. Here is a short excerpt
from the most recent Technical Note on
the topic of tropical root crops. It is avail‐
able on ECHOcommunity.org in both Eng‐
lish and Spanish.
Tropical root and tuber crops are con‐
sumed as staples in parts of the tropics
and should be considered for their po‐
ten al to produce impressive yields in
small spaces. They provide valuable op‐
ons for producing food under challeng‐
ing growing condi ons. Cassava and taro,
for instance, are excellent choices for

drought‐prone or swampy areas, respec‐
vely.
Cassava, Manihot esculenta
Cassava can be grown almost anywhere
in the tropics, but is very frost‐sensi ve.
Cassava can survive in dry condi ons for
a very long period of me and s ll go on
to produce a good crop. It can be an ex‐
tremely heavy yielder.
Sweet Potato, Ipomoea batatas
The sweet potato is a tremendous pro‐
ducer and has great poten al in the trop‐
ics. However, of the roots and tubers,

sweet potatoes are probably the most
sensi ve to insect pests. Sweet potato is
o en rotated with rice and sorghum;
only growing sweet potato once every
five years in a field can help to break the
life cycle of the weevil.
Yam, Diascorea spp.
Although cassava is grown more widely
than yams, yams have the poten al to
out yield cassava. Yams prefer a long wet
season; however, they grow in a wide
range of climates and are considerably
drought tolerant. Yam provides very
good food that is appreciated by almost
everybody that tries it.

Hands on training in Honduras
Twenty people a ended a two day
training in Honduras held at the
Camino Global training center and
demonstra on farm in Siguatepeque.
Among the a endees were one uni‐
versity professor, two NGO extension
agents and 17 small farmers. The pro‐
fessor and extension agents contrib‐

uted greatly to the training me with
local wisdom and experience. Topics
included thermophilic (hot) com‐
pos ng, vermiculture, seed improve‐
ment strategies, basic sheep care,
first aid and castra on.

Network Regional Event Calendar
November 17‐19, 2015 ECHO Interna onal Agriculture Conference, Fort Myers, Florida
*** Early bird registra on discount available through September 30th, 2015***

July 27‐31, 2015

Tropical Agricultural Development I: The Basics, ECHO Farm, Fort Myers, Florida

August 17‐21, 2015

Tropical Agricultural Development II, Appropriate Technologies, ECHO Farm, Fort Myers, Florida

Help our network stay connected.
connected Send informa on about upcoming events to bward@echonet.org.

Hundreds of ECHO technical and educa onal resources are just a click away.
Check out ECHOCommunity.org today.

