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PSI Happenings 
 

Central Coast Sustainability Summit
October 23 | Santa Barbara, California

PSI Chief Executive Officer and Founder Scott Cassel will deliver a
keynote address about product stewardship and EPR at the Central
Coast Sustainability Summit on Oct. 23 in Santa Barbara, Calif.
California State Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson, author of SB 727 - a
bill to establish a statewide pharmaceutical stewardship program -
will introduce Scott. Join PSI for a day of networking and
information-sharing focused on economic development,
renewable energy, product stewardship, and volunteer
management. Register here. Questions? Contact Katie Maynard:
kmaynard@geog.ucsb.edu.

 

PSI Staff Member Featured on NPR Panel Discussion
"Here's How to Feel Less Guilty When You Buy Stuff"
PSI's Stefanie Wnuck, Associate for Policy and Programs, graced the Connecticut radio airwaves last week as
part of an expert panel discussion on sustainability and consumer products led by WNPR radio show host
Colin McEnroe. Stefanie joined the ranks of Bun Lai, owner of Miya Sushi, a Connecticut-based sustainable
sushi restaurant; Barry Nalebuff, co-founder of Honest Tea; and David Bollier, an activist, writer and policy
strategist, to explore what it takes to be an eco-conscious consumer. Stefanie shared her expert insights
from a product stewardship perspective. Listen to the recording, here!
 

New PSI Web Conference to Feature Thomas Lindquist, Scholar Who Coined
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the Term "Extended Producer Responsibility"  
November 20 | 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. (ET)
 

PSI is pleased to welcome Joachim Quoden, managing director of the
Extended Producer Responsibility Alliance (EXPRA), and Thomas
Lindhqvist, the "grandfather of EPR," as guest speakers on our November
20
 web conference. �� ���W�����l���P������ �����o�W
���µ�Œ�}�‰���–�•�����Æ�š���v���������W�Œ�}���µ�����Œ
�Z���•�‰�}�v�•�]���]�o�]�š�Ç���� �o�o�]���v������will provide an
overview and update on EPR legislation
in Europe, and will explore efforts
underway to identify best practices,
analyze data, and determine the
success rate of EPR programs for
packaging. Additionally, Thomas
Lindhqvist, who coined the term
Extended Producer Responsibility in
1990, will discuss how his concept has
come to fruition, and which programs are closest to what he had envisioned more than two decades ago.
EXPRA, founded in 2013, represents packaging waste recovery and recycling organizations in 17 European
Union member nations, and serves as a single authoritative voice on policy-related matters. It is also a hub
for exchanging knowledge, insights, and best practices. Register now!

Product News

First Year of Pharmaceuticals EPR Program in Ontario is a Success
Over 580 tons of used sharps and medicines were safely collected from
consumers in Ontario over the past year, highlighting the success of the
province's new pharmaceutical stewardship programs, according to a
recent press release from the Health Product Stewardship Association
(HPSA). Over 84 percent of eligible pharmacies are now participating in
the Ontario Sharps Collection Program and the Ontario Medications
Return Program, the first two extended producer responsibility (EPR)
programs established by the Ontario Environmental Protection Act. By
providing convenient options for consumers to get rid of leftover and
expired medications, these programs have helped prevent illicit
diversion and abuse of prescription medications, and have helped
reduce accidental poisonings related to pharmaceuticals. The HPSA, a
nonprofit that collectively administers these medication collection

programs on behalf of manufacturers, has promoted take-backs through direct outreach to retail pharmacies
and consumer education efforts.
 

HPSA Press Release
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Manufacturers to Replace Toxic Chemicals in Consumer Products Sold In
California  
California's Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has released a list of toxic chemicals found in
consumer products, taking the first step toward implementing a new
program to encourage manufacturers to replace toxic chemicals in
consumer products with safer alternatives. As part of the Safer Consumer
Products Initiative, established by California's 2008 Green Chemistry Law
and put into effect October 1, the DTSC will now use that list - with the
input of stakeholders - to choose five "priority products" containing at
least one of those toxic chemicals. From there, any company that sells
these products into the state will have to identify and use alternative
ingredients. Prioritization of the products will be based on various factors,
such as the likelihood that the public will be exposed to the toxic
ingredients, and what types of disposal options are available. As the most
populous state in the U.S., California's regulations will likely encourage manufacturers across the country to
consider the safety of their products' ingredients.

Environmental Leader
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Nation's Third Mattress Recycling Bill Signed into Law
California Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law last month the nation's
third statewide mattress recycling program. Senate Bill 254,
introduced by California Senators Loni Hancock (D - Berkeley) and Lou
Correa (D-Santa Ana), will require the mattress industry to create and
manage a single stewardship organization that will provide recycling
services to municipalities free of charge. According to Senator Correa,
close to 2 million mattresses are sent to landfills in California, despite
the fact that they contain many recyclable components. Also known
as the �h�•�������D���š�š�Œ���•�•���Z�����}�À���Œ�Ç�����v�����Z�����Ç���o�]�v�P���� ���š�U��the law will improve
recycling for post-consumer mattresses, and will simultaneously
increase recycling infrastructure in the state while promoting the

growth of green jobs. The law received bipartisan support in the legislature, as well as from a broad range of
stakeholders, including municipal governments, retailers, and the International Sleep Products Association
(ISPA). The mattress recycling program will be overseen by CalRecycle, and will be financed by an eco-fee on
new mattress sales.

Sen. Lou Correa Press Release
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Californians Against Waste Press Release
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New iPhone Design Still Poses Environmental Problems

The design of even the most recent edition of the Apple iPhone continues to make it challenging for the
device to be repaired and recycled, according to iFixit, an online device repair guide. The batteries in the
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iPhone models 5S and 5C are glued to the product housing, rendering them difficult to
remove. Removable batteries are a key component of a recyclable product, as they
facilitate the separation of material components for recycling. In addition, iFixit notes,
Apple touts a high reuse and recycling rate for its products, but its products are
increasingly designed with the intent of being returned to one of the company's retail
locations, of which there are a limited number worldwide.   
 

Resource Recycling
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Oregon Pilot Paint Stewardship Program Collects 24% More
than First Year

In its third year of implementation, Oregon's pilot paint
stewardship program collected over 580,000 combined gallons of latex and
alkyd paint, according to PaintCare's Annual Report. With 100 active paint
drop-off sites, the program now offers collection locations within 15 miles to
over 97.3 percent of the state's population, and this year collected 23.6
percent more paint than in its first year, the report says. And, the paint
stewardship program now costs only $0.99 per resident - a slight decrease
from last year. The paint collection program has been made permanent in
Oregon with a law passed earlier this year.
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PSI in the News

UCSB to Host Central Coast Sustainability Summit on Oct. 23

 
October 16, 2013 | � �̂��v�š���������Œ�����Œ�����/�v�����‰���v�����v�š

Pathfinder: The Road to More Effective EPR in the U.S.
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UN: Treated Waste Could be 'Gold Mine'
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What are PSI's Members and Partners up to?
 

Stakeholder Meeting on CA's Pharmaceuticals EPR Bill (SB727) Set for Nov. 13

A second stakeholder meeting on California's pharmaceutical stewardship bill, SB 727, has been scheduled for
next month, moving the bill one step closer to a vote by the Senate Environmental Quality Committee. The bill,
introduced by Senator Hanna-Beth Jackson, mirrors Alameda County's pharmaceuticals ordinance, the first of its
kind in the nation to require drug manufacturers to develop, fund, and implement safe and secure medicine
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collection programs throughout the state.  While SB 727 was introduced last year, it never made it to a vote, as
the Committee Chair saw a need for greater stakeholder input.

What: SB 727 Stakeholder Meeting
When: Wednesday, November 13th, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. PST
Where: Room 112, Capitol Building, Sacramento

Questions? Contact Rebecca Newhouse at (916) 651-4108.

Thanks to As You Sow Initiative, McDonalds to Use Paper, not Polystyrene 

McDonalds will no longer serve coffee in polystyrene foam cups, thanks to a successful initiative taken by PSI
Sustaining Partner �� �•���z�}�µ��� �̂}�Á��, an environmentally-conscious shareholder advocacy group. �� �•���z�}�µ��� �̂}�Á filed a
resolution in 2011 requesting that McDonalds use a more "environmentally beneficial beverage container," and
over 30 percent of the fast food company's shareholders voted in support of the resolution. Since then,
McDonalds began a pilot program to replace polystyrene foam beverage containers with paper ones at 2,000 of its
locations. The fast food giant has now announced that it will phase out the use of polystyrene foam containers in
all of its U.S. locations over the coming year.

GreenBiz.com
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Like what you see? Join PSI as a Full
Member or Partner for more! Stay relevant

and informed with monthly Product Stewardship
Updates - featuring headlines from around the world,
insights into current and upcoming product stewardship
legislation in the U.S., and exclusive access to PSI's
legislation tracker - by joining PSI as a Full Member or
Partner. 
 
 

NOTE: If you are already a PSI Full Member or Partner and are looking for the latest legislation
tracking password, contact PSI's Isaac Griffith-Onnen. 
Or, simply check your inbox within two weeks for your regular Legislative Updates mailing, another
exclusive PSI Member/Partner benefit.
 

Product Stewardship Institute 
www.productstewardship.us
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