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ACAõs Stream to Sea Initiative  

 S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

Fast Facts: 

¶ The USA spends 

$420,000,000 annually 

to mitigate trash  

¶ The top 5 plastics in    

marine environments are 

PET, HDPE, PVC, LDPE, 

PP 

¶ Nicotine from cigarettes 

are water soluble affect-

ing marine life 

¶ 38% of litter on road-

sides are a tobacco 

product 

 

Want to get           
involved? 

If the ACA has not currently 

scheduled a Paddle Green Event 

in your area give us a call and we 

can help you organize your own 

cleanup. Remember, whether itôs 

an entire watershed or just a few 

paddling buddies, every bit makes 

a difference! 

 

2012 was the start of the ACAôs Stream to Sea Initiative focus-

ing on marine debris in our nations streams, lakes, and coastal 

environments.  

According to the National Academy of Sciences, 6.14 million 

tons of debris are estimated to enter marine environments 

annually. The United Nations Joint Group of Experts on the 

Scientific Aspects of Marine Pollution has estimated that land-

based sources can account for up to 80% of the worldôs marine 

pollution. Increasing efforts to remove debris and litter in fresh-

water streams and rivers, prior to entering coastal or marine 

environments, has the potential to make a tremendous impact. 

Who better to tackle this growing global issue than the ACA? 

As paddlers we already paddle in marine environments or 

recreate on all the waters that eventually flow into them. And 

with an estimated 50 million people paddling annually, small 

acts of good on-water stewardship can really add up! 

If 1/10th of those who are estimated to paddle each year 

pledged to collect 1 bag of trash during 1 paddle, 75,000,000 

pounds of trash (37,500 tons) would be removed from our 

nationôs rivers and streams!  

This year, the ACA will host 5 Paddle Green Events and help 

promote many more. Designed to mobilize the recreation com-

munity to proactively create healthier waters, the ACA commu-

nity development program will educate, equip, and  encourage 

local boaters to paddle sustainably, and inspire new boaters 

through the outreach program that provides instruction in ca-

noes, kayaks and SUPs. 

The ACA will spearhead a series of cleanups in the summer of 

2012 that will be executed with oversight from the Stewardship 

Coordinator at the National Office and volunteers from regional 

paddling clubs and partners. Scheduled events include: 

For more information and specific locations visit                       

http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=MarineDebris 

ñWe as paddlers are in a unique position to add a ócorrective 

strokeô to the marine debris problem,ò says ACA Executive 

Director, Wade Blackwood. ñNot only does the ACA want the 

paddling community to understand the severity of the issue, but 

realize paddlers have an opportunity to significantly decrease 

the amount of debris flowing into oceans today. A little effort 

from paddlers will make an enormous impact on the waterways 

we cherish.ò  

Clean-up Events Locations Dates 

4th Annual Occoquan River 

Clean-up  

Prince William, 

VA 

April 13 

Clean Up on the Indian River 

Lagoon  

Sebastian, FL   April 20 

Black River Cleanup Lorain, OH May 5 

Celebrate the Rappahannock Fredericksburg, 

VA 

June 1 

Clean the Bay Day  

25th Year Anniversary 

Chesapeake Bay June 1 

LOVE the Lake Lake George, 

NY 

July 20 

Maine Island Trail Association 

25th Year Anniversary  

Portland, ME August 31 

National Paddlesports         

Conference 

Bend, OR September 

27-29  
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Paddle Green Bags 

Letters to the Stewardship Department 

The Stream to Sea Initiative is de-

signed to combine recreation and 

good stewardship. We believe the 

best way to inspire people to care 

about our waters is to encourage 

exploration and to experience first-

hand why these environments should 

be protected.  

Accompanying this grassroots initia-

tive, is the belief that everyone can 

make a difference. While community-

wide cleanups and large stewardship 

events are great, good stewardship is 

a lifestyle, not a single day of volun-

teerism. 

The ACA has developed the Paddle 

Green Bags as part of our Stream to 

Sea Initiative. Our Paddle Green 

Bags are durable mesh bags that will 

not get water logged while paddling, 

allowing you to pack out your own 

trash while proactively cleaning up the 

waterways you paddle. Great for the 

individual paddler, these bags also 

allow for co-branding. Whether you 

are an outfitter wanting 

to provide them to pa-

trons during rentals, a 

non-profit organization 

using them at your stew-

ardship events, or a local 

homeowners association 

trying to encourage good 

stewardship of your neighborhood, 

the ACA wants to help you protect 

local waterways! 

Å The ACA Paddle Green Bags allow 

you to reduce your plastic 

waste by providing a means 

of collecting trash in 

a sustainable way. 

Å Paddle Green Bags only 

cost $3.50 per bag 

Å You pay for the production 

of the bags themselves. The 

ACA pays for the screen 

printing for your logos! 

ÅThrough co-branding options, they 

also give your business or organiza-

tion an opportunity to demonstrate 

a commitment to cleaner waters and 

a sustainable future. 

Å Must order at least 12 bags for       

co-branding 

Find more information at  

americancanoe.org 

Dear ACA, 

With funding from the L.L.Bean CFS Grant, two kiosks were 

constructed, one at the Autauga Creek Canoe Trail put-in site at 

the Prattville City Creekwalk and the other at the take-out at 

Canoe Trail Park.  Artwork and descriptive information was print-

ed and was mounted on the kiosks.  Paddling activities on the 

creek have greatly increased with the publicity of our committee 

programs, including the opening of a new canoe and kayak 

rental business in the city.  The kiosk signs will further enhance 

the interest of potential paddlers on the creek.  The signage 

provides answers to many of the questions that new paddlers 

may have such as equipment needs, shuttle routes, points of 

interest and safety concerns.  We anticipate that during the next 

spring and summer seasons, recreational use of this outstanding 

stream will continue to increase as more and more citizens view 

the information provided on the kiosks.  An official ñribbon-

cuttingò and publicity release regarding the new kiosk signs is 

planned in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

Robert 

Dear ACA, 

Thank you so much for your donation of Paddle Green Bags to 

collect marine debris.  My after school group, Earthforce, is plan-

ning to collect waste in the Folly River beginning in March.  They 

will be plotting their finds and using the wind and tide charts to 

attempt to identify the point source [of marine debris].  The stu-

dents will be creating a public service announcement to convince 

the public to eliminate the use of single-use plastic water bottles.  

Aided in our vision by help from our local Piggly Wiggly with a 

donation of 100 reusable water bottles and by Subaru with a 

donation of 100 collapsible water bottles, the students will be 

giving away the reusable water bottles.  The students hope to 

begin a change in the mindset of the public about our reliance on 

single-use plastic.  We are working on stewardship of our local 

waterway and appreciate all the help we can get from our friends 

and neighbors.  Thank you again for believing in youth for a 

change. 

Sincerely, 

 Sandie 
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Updated Stewardship 

Website 

The stewardship portion of the 

website has been updated!   

Keep up-to-date on current issues 

that the ACA is fighting for pad-

dlers in the new Conservation 

Newsroom on current topics that 

are trending around the world and 

in your neck of woods.   

Explore new information about 

Marine Debris and our new data 

entry for Tracking Trash.  Track 

Trash lets anyone input infor-

mation about their clean-up to 

better understand the positive 

affect paddlers have on water-

ways.   

¶ Reduce the impact of Marine 

Debris in your local water 

corridor while creating health-

ier environments 

¶ Help collect data and show 

the impact that your organiza-

tion is making to curb Marine 

Debris 

¶ Assist in identifying the differ-

ent types of debris in marine 

environments on a national 

level 

¶ Add scientific research and 

promote the importance of 

the ACA's Marine Debris 

Program 
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Important Dates in 
2013  

March 22 ð World Water Day 

April 22 ð Earth Day 

May 12 ð International Migratory Bird 

Day 

May 17 ð Bike to Work Day 

May 22 ð International Biological   

Diversity Day 

June 1 ð National Trails Day 

June 5 ð World Environment Day 

June 8 ð World Ocean Day 

June 15 ð Global Wind Day 

June 17 ð World Day to Combat    

Desertification and Drought 

A call for action in your 
community 
The ACA was founded on  camaraderie for explora-

tion of waterways. Today, exploration and good 

stewardship have become synonymous and remain 

important components of the ACA and its history. 

We encourage you to act now and start a clean-up 

event in your community. 

{ǘŜǇ м 
Pick a waterway that needs to be cleaned with volunteers.  This may be one or multiple sites.  Make 

sure that the access points are safe for paddlecraft to be in the water.  If it is unsafe, you may want to 

start your clean-up event on the banks of the stream, lake, or coastal environment. 

9 Steps to Start your Own Clean-up! 

{ǘŜǇ н 

{ǘŜǇ о 

ΧΦ п 

ΧΦ р 

ΧΦ с 

ΧΦ т 
ΧΦ у 
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How many people will be attending your clean-up?  Are you just one person, or will there be over 100 

people?  If there is going to be a large number of people check with your local government for permits. If 

insurance is required, the ACA can help provide insurance for any clean-up event. 

Proper planning prevents poor performance.  Write out simple, measurable, attainable, realistic, and 

timely goals that you and your volunteers can achieve.  This will help create a timeline of the things you 

need to finish before the clean-up event starts.   

Create a daily schedule.  What time will everyone 

meet and at what location?  Will you count the 

number of volunteers at the beginning and end of 

the event?  Will there be multiple sites or just one 

gathering point?  When and how will you delegate 

responsibilities to volunteers?  How long do you 

think your volunteers should work?  When will the 

event end and will there be awards for the volun-

teerôs efforts?   

Collect data at the clean-up to help establish a national marine debris baseline and upload your findings 
to the ACA website ð Track Trash at americancanoe.org  

A. Number of bags collected? 

B. Types of bags used? 

C. How much weight did the clean-up collect in total? 

D. How many people were at your clean-up event? 

E. Where was your event located? 

F. What body of water did you clean-up? 

Run the event. 

Get local or national organizations to sponsor your 

event.  You can list your event on the ACA website and attract more volunteers at americancanoe.org.  

Local and national organizations can help cut the cost of the event by donating food, materials, and 

even boats!  Local paddling clubs can also help get the word out. 

Marketing will be one of the most important categories and probably the most difficult.  To effectively 

market start at least three months before the event date.  Use social media: Facebook, Google +, Twit-

ter and Google Blogger for free.  Get an interview with your local newspapers, radio stations, and maga-

zines.  Lastly, create flyers for local business, schools, and churches to display in their store fronts. 

Make a list of the items that you will need.  Will you be using canoes, kayaks, SUP or other type of  

paddlecraft.  What will you use to collect the marine debris, plastic trash bags, or sustainable Paddle 

Green Bags?  Will you need a large dumpster?  Cameras? GPS? Maps? Insurance? First Aid kit? 
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The ACAôs online event calendar 

now includes Stewardship 

Events!  

Looking for events in your area? Recruiting volun-

teers for a stewardship activity on your waters? Post 

your event on our calendar to reach the many pad-

dlers that frequent the ACA website! Events posted 

to our site may also be featured on our ACA Water 

Blog and advertised on our many social media out-

lets.  

Visit americancanoe.org to submit an event 

today! 

Florida Paddling Trails Association, 2012 CFS Grant Recipients 

Have Stewardship events? Let us help! 

Effecting Change on a Grassroots Level  

о 

The ACA is proud to help local paddling 

clubs and organizations to help improve 

their waters corridors and make the 

world a better place to paddle! Through 

funds provided by L.L. Bean, the ACA's 

Club Fostered Stewardship (CFS) Pro-

gram has provided nearly $80,000 to 94 

different stewardship initiatives since its 

inception in 2002.  

Intended to encourage paddling clubs to 

take an active role in protecting and 

improving the nation's rivers, lakes and 

coastlines, the CFS Grant program pro-

vides funding to local and regional pad-

dling clubs that undertake stewardship 

initiatives on their waterways.  

2013, funded projects are ranging from 

source-to-sea cleanups, community 

development,  engaging youth in  river 

restoration, outreach programs to draw 

at-risk youth in clean-ups and teaching, 

improvements in access, and trail devel-

opment.  

The ACA is excited to continue the part-

nership with L.L. Bean and fund many 

more exciting projects on waterways 

across the country. The 2013 grant cycle 

is already finished.  The CFS Grant has 

been awarded to thirteen different pad-

dling clubs, schools, and clean-up or-

ganizations.    

So far, 2013 initiatives demonstrate 

incredible promise with projects  that 

include removal of debris from Hurricane 

Sandy, engaging over 500 volunteers in 

total, fostering stewardship to all ages, 

building safe access sites, creating a 

watershed guide to help people identify 

the location of their watersheds, increas-

ing access points, and cleanup events.   

Become a part of this growing legacy of 

stewardship and apply for your grant in 

January 2014! Grants range from $100-

$1,000. Applications will be available in 

January 2014 and awarded in March 

2014. 

For more information on the Club Fos-

tered Stewardship Grant please visit 

americancanoe.org for more details.   

Meet the 2013  

L.L. Bean 

Club 

Fostered 

Stewardship  

Grant recipients! 

Allegheny Aquatic Alliance 

Alzar School 

Black Creek Watershed Coalition 

Boardman River Clean Sweep 

Chicago Voyagers 

Florida Youth Conservation Centers 

Network 

Friends of the Chemung Watershed 

Great Rivers Paddlers Club and the 

City of Prairie du Chien, WI 

Interact Club of Addison Trail High 

School 

Kentuckiana Paddlers Association 

Paddle Without Pollution 

Quinnipiac River Watershed        

Association 

Tennessee Scenic Rivers            

Association 

 

 

2013 Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association 
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