May 29, 2009

Senate President Therese Murray

State House, Room 330

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Speaker of the House Robert A. DeLeo

State House, Room 356

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

The Honorable Steven C. Panagiotakos
State House, Room 212

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

The Honorable Stephen Brewer
State House, Room 109-B

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

The Honorable Michael Knapik

State House, Room 419

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

The Honorable Charles A. Murphy
State House, Room 243

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

The Honorable Barbara A. L’Italien
State House, Room 238

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

The Honorable Viriato Manuel deMacedo
State House, Room 124

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Senate President Murray, Speaker DeLeo, Senator Panagiotakos, Senator Brewer, Senator Knapik, Representative Murphy, Representative L’Italien, and Representative Manuel deMacedo:

We, the undersigned community and AmeriCorps leaders, urge the Massachusetts Legislature to ensure the existence of AmeriCorps programs statewide. These programs are addressing daily critical needs in education, public safety, housing, health and the environment. AmeriCorps members tutor children in our schools, maintain our beaches and natural resources, provide legal assistance to low-income families, and serve the community by building safe, affordable housing.
The Commonwealth is poised to forfeit over $10 million in federal grants and stimulus funding, as well as an additional $10 million in private matching funds, if the Legislature does not adopt the House-recommended $750,000 investment in the Massachusetts Service Alliance (MSA) to administer and manage AmeriCorps programs through line item 7003-0702.

The 22 MSA-funded AmeriCorps programs are highly effective and innovative in addressing crucial unmet community needs.  Last year over 1,000 MSA-funded AmeriCorps members served over 1.25 million hours in support of the most vulnerable citizens across the Commonwealth. Through their efforts, an additional 16,000 Massachusetts residents stepped up to volunteer with these programs.

Massachusetts is the birthplace of the national service movement and continues to be a leader in this field. In April of this year, President Obama signed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act into law, ushering in a new era of service and volunteering for our nation.  Service remains an enduring American value that brings people together to address critical unmet community needs and the demand for service opportunities is at record-breaking levels.

Now more than ever, in this challenging economic climate, the crucial work of MSA and AmeriCorps programs statewide, and the resulting leveraging of over $20 million in federal and private sector funding, is both a smart and crucial investment.

Sincerely,

