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I am writing this letter of endorsement for the nomination of Matt Wilhelm for the AmeriCorps Alums 2008 Eli Segal Award.  Simply put: Matt is an ideal nominee with tremendous character and an incredible commitment to the future of national service.  Matt embodies and exemplifies what it means to be a citizen, had a tremendous entrepreneurial spirit, and demonstrates how ordinary, committed individuals can do extraordinary things.
Matt has demonstrated this through his commitment to his “little brother” in Big Brothers Big Sisters, through his term as student body president at Plymouth State University, and, of course, through his two years of service with AmeriCorps.

Since finishing his second year of service with City Year, Matt has continued his commitment to national service.  He joined the founding team of ServeNext, which works to build a powerful grassroots constituency to generate public and political will for national service expansion.  Matt’s leadership during ServeNext’s New Hampshire campaign played the critical role in getting nine presidential candidates to expand AmeriCorps by 100,000 members.  
During the campaign, Matt was resourceful, idealistic, persistent, and committed to organizing and mobilizing citizens to advocate for national service on the frontlines of the presidential primaries.  Grassroots organizing from “scratch” takes tremendous energy and entrepreneurship, and Matt not only did it, but his work resulted in bold tangible progress for the future of national service.  

Now, Matt is taking those same characteristics and applying it to ServeNext’s activities across the country as he leads the efforts to build a broad-based constituency for national service.  His entrepreneurship is evident in the National Service Express Tour – a 60 day, 30 city bus tour that will help engage and energize citizens across the country about advocating for national service.  Matt thought of, planned, and is now implementing this bus tour that will build citizen-advocacy chapters in 30 key locations across the country.
I served for two years with City Year, serve on City Year DC’s Alumni Board, and have remained active in the movement since my first Corps year.  However, I have not met anyone more dedicated than Matt Wilhelm to the future of national service and committed to engaging citizens in bringing about bold expansion.  I hope you will recognize his commitment with this tremendous honor in the name of Eli Segal – someone we all look up to.
