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6 Steps to Planning your ‘AmeriCorps at Bat’ Event
1. Brainstorm local teams that might be interested. Things to consider: how popular the team/games are, capacity of the stadium, date you’d like to propose, etc. Below are cities that we have identified as possible places where an AmeriCorps night at the ballpark might work best:
MLB Cities
Atlanta 

Baltimore

Cleveland            

Detroit     

Houston              

Kansas City         

Milwaukee          

Pittsburgh            

Phoenix             

San Francisco or Oakland  

San Diego           

Seattle    

Washington, DC
Cities of Service 

Chicago, IL; 

Detroit, MI; 

Los Angeles, CA; 

Nashville-Davidson, TN; 

Newark, NJ; 

Omaha, NE; 

Philadelphia, PA; 

Sacramento, CA; 

Savannah, GA; 

Seattle, WA

2. Check the team’s schedule and decide what games are being played during National AmeriCorps Week (May 8-15). Weekend games tend to draw a bigger crowd, so keep that in mind!

3. Ask around and see if you know anyone with a connection to the team or the stadium. If so, ask them to connect you to the appropriate person. If you do not have a direct connection, call the direct number and ask for the community relations/events department or the group ticket office.

4. Successful AmeriCorps at Bat events have asked for (in order of effort involved):

· A block of discounted tickets ($6-7 per ticket) in a large section to anyone purchasing through a designated link. You can also ask for a few for free! 
· An on-field presentation recognizing AmeriCorps/National Service and highlighting alums/local AmeriCorps leaders.
· A prominently displayed information booth where alums/volunteers can answer questions and give out stickers/other National AmeriCorps Week material.
· Pro-bono PSA and or ad campaign… targeted outreach to AmeriCorps members, alums and program staff in the region.
5. Why should a ballpark do this? (You convincing them!)
· It is positive for their image and the community… explain AmeriCorps, National AmeriCorps Week and your commitment to service to them!

· You’ll be able to help sell tickets! You will outreach to all AmeriCorps members, alums, program staff, community partners, supporters, etc. in your city/region. AmeriCorps Alums (as a national org.) will also do outreach for all the ‘AmeriCorps at Bat’ events.

· They will be making a great connection to their demographic group (20-30 yr. olds who might be interested in buying baseball tickets!)
6. Why should you plan an event like this? 
· Recognition for your chapter and your chapter’s efforts

· You’ll receive t-shirts and other goodies from us

· You are the face of AmeriCorps… who better to talk it up?!
· It’s a great way to get the AmeriCorps community together to celebrate

· It spreads the word about national service and you will be helping to recruit the next generation of corps members!

Be sure to connect to the Chapter Liaison assigned to your chapter for help and support! If you don’t yet know who your Liaison is or have other questions about AmeriCorps at Bat events, please contact Whitney Soenksen—wsoenksen@americorpsalums.org or 202-729-8186. Now… PLAY BALL!
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