Instructions:  

1. Please copy onto your letterhead.

2. Please include your name and address to ensure a response.

3. Please FAX this letter to ensure its timeliness. AND Mail it.

4. Please consider sending a copy to you State Representatives.  Their contact information is available at www.Congress.org
Template for Letters:


Dear << Senator or Representative >>:

Please support the Senate’s recommended funding levels of $31.7 million for the AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC).  AmeriCorps*NCCC plays a vital role in this country, engaging citizens in service that addresses critical community needs- especially as it relates to disaster response. The NCCC has provided over 1.4 million hours of service to the Gulf Coast, assisted 2.9 million people, served 1.3 million meals, and refurbished over 5,300 homes.
For fiscal year 2008 the recent House bill provides only $11.1 million for this important program, well below the Senate’s funding recommendations of $31.7 million.  
Our communities have enormous unmet needs, and AmeriCorps*NCCC represents a shining example of what is possible when we leverage active citizens who care about the issues facing their nation and their communities.  As studies have shown, more than any other national service program, NCCC produces a return on investment that lasts a lifetime.  Studies show that of all national service alumni, AmeriCorps*NCCC alumni are the most likely to remain engaged in the issues facing our nation and communities- whether by entering into the government workforce as public servants, by joining the non-profit sector, or by helping to shape social policy as thought leaders.  

I understand that the fiscal environment is extremely difficult, but this is not the time to cut funding for AmeriCorps*NCCC.  It’s existence helps to incubate and grow a culture of responsibility amongst younger generations.  Public, civic, and business leaders are calling for the expansion of national service programs and local and national media have published appeals to government officials to fully fund AmeriCorps*NCCC.  Citizens, as witnesses to their communities unmet needs, are eager to serve.  National events such as September 11th and Hurricane Katrina spur a passion for service, which must be mobilized.  We should be expanding opportunities for individuals to serve, not eliminating them. I urge you to support funding levels of $31.7 million for AmeriCorps*NCCC.
Please do not disappoint the millions of citizens who want to step forward and serve.  What message would we be sending to the future leaders of this country if we were to eliminate a program that embodies service and civic action?  Please support full funding for AmeriCorps*NCCC. 

Sincerely,
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