
 

As a local AmeriCorps Alums chapter leader you can advance your chapter’s cause and make a 

difference in your community by inspiring national service alumni and mobilizing them for change. Use 

AmeriCorps Alums as your training ground for future success by connecting with our chapter 

specialists. 

 

 
 

CHAPTER FUNDRAISING IDEAS 

 
The national office of AmeriCorps Alums wants to support you and your chapter, but unfortunately 
we just don’t have the monetary resources to give money out to each chapter that wants and 
deserves it.  We are a part of the Points of Light Institute, a national nonprofit, but we do all of our 
own fundraising.  Unfortunately we get NO financial help from AmeriCorps/The Corporation for 
National and Community Service. 
 
Before you can receive a grant from us or any other agency, your chapter will need to be a certified 
501c3 or have a fiscal agent or sponsor (please refer to the ‘What is a Fiscal Agent’ document to 
learn more).  You can obtain a certification letter and sample fiscal agent contract from us to make 
this easier! Below are a number of ways to fundraise for your chapter… 
 
Grants from the AmeriCorps Alums National Office 
We have decided to concentrate on two events to give out grants for service/celebration.  
 
MLK Jr. Day of Service—(third Monday of each January http://www.mlkday.gov/) & National 
AmeriCorps Week—(second week each May, May 8 - 15, 2010) 
 
Details: 10-20 grants for each event at $250-$500 (we hope to increase this each year) 
Total: Approximately $10,000 given away to Chapters in 2010 
 
Other Grants 
Once you have secured a fiscal agent or become a 501c3 you can apply for any other grants that you 
may come across! Oftentimes there are local listserves for this purpose… think about also connecting 
with similar groups (Young Nonprofit Professionals Network, AmeriCorps programs, etc.) to apply for 
larger collaborative grants! 
 
Individual Chapter Fundraising 
Chapters have been successful in generating funds locally through a variety of avenues. Good 
fundraising practices are: 

• Provide your fiscal agent’s EIN number for tax deductable donations  
• Assign two responsible people to handle all donations, receipts, expenditures and accounting  
• Establish deadlines for any money to be turned in  
• Require receipts for any chapter purchases  
• Require two signatures on checks if your chapter has a checking account 

 
Two very easy ideas are— 1) Charge a minimal amount (or suggested donation) at your next 
social/professional development event. 2) Apply to a local restaurant/store to have x% of their 
proceeds from a certain day/night go to your chapter… start with those that your  
 
chapter members have connections to! (Pizzeria Uno’s, other ideas here: 
http://www.qsrmagazine.com/articles/by_topic/charitable_giving/ ) Even more ideas below! 
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As a local AmeriCorps Alums chapter leader you can advance your chapter’s cause and make a 

difference in your community by inspiring national service alumni and mobilizing them for change. Use 

AmeriCorps Alums as your training ground for future success by connecting with our chapter 

specialists. 

 

 
Fundraise Online 
Tap into your online demographic by turning your in-kind items to cash or telling your supporters to 
sell their unwanted goods on Ebay – and donate the proceeds to your chapter!  Build something (think 
a child’s playhouse, portable garden, etc.) or solicit donations and hold a raffle/silent auction. Sell 
tickets and actually host it as an event or virtually (online- see www.missionfish.org) 
Other online fundraising avenues— 
www.change.org 
www.firstgiving.org 
www.paypal.com 
www.networkforgood.org 
www.facebook.com/causes 
Get creative with twitter! http://twollars.com/twollars-for-charities/   
More here: http://mashable.com/2009/05/26/twollars/ 
 

Other Fundraising Ideas 

• Hold a penny war (or all change… it adds up!) 
• Offer services to shovel snow, landscape or plant flowers (get donations from Home Depot or 

Lowe’s for this… you could combine this with a service project.) 
• Hold a battle of the bands  
• Hold a Cutest Dog beauty pageant 
• Before a school dance, host a discount beauty salon for hair, nails, makeup  
• Have a community yardsale 
• Hold a sale for used books, CDs and video game  
• Bottle drive 
• Trick-or-Treating for donations to your Chapter (dress up in AmeriCorps gear!) 
• Spaghetti dinner 
• Dodgeball, Bowling or Basketball tournament (for companies/orgs you know!) 
• Sell handmade goods 
• Car Wash 
• Sell concessions at a local event (partner with a college or other group) 
• Cook-Off (Best BBQ, Chili, etc.) 
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