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The Online Bibiliography of Environmental Thought (OBET) is a new internet gateway to
information on the relationship between humans and nature, sponsored by the International
Society for Environmental Ethics. It is the largest such resource in existence, and is free for
public use. It is also completely user-managed by registered contributors, and is designed to
include annotations and evaluations of the literature as well as downloadable resources. The
goal for OBET over the next year is threefold: (1) Code a new software platform, relieving us
from annual dues to online database software companies; (2) Conduct a pilot program of
trained data entry by undergraduate philosophy students as a basis for a federal grant
application; and (3) integrate the database into PhilPapers. These vital steps will secure the
future accessibility of OBET and will lay the groundwork for its continued growth.
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Provide a brief account of the project's purpose, explaining its benefits for the profession and/or how it involves
community outreach. Attach additional pages as necessary.

Online databases give the contemporary reader a roadmap through the bewildering body of
literature on any given subject. Environmental philosophy is interdisciplinary, and so the
relevant literature intersects philosophy but does not always reside thoroughly within it. Holmes
Rolston III and several others inaugurated the field of environmental ethics at the meeting of the
American Philosophical Association in Boston in 1990; shortly afterwards, Rolston began a
database of literature relevant to the relationship between humans and nature, that soon grew
into the tens of thousands of references. In 2011, Rolston, with the backing of the International
Society of Environmental Ethics, handed over the maintenance of that database to me. In that
year I developed The Online Bibliography of Environmental Thought (OBET:
http://isee-obet.org), a user-managed, searchable and sortable database which has since
become the world's largest internet resource on the relationship between humans and nature-and it remains free for public use. However, there are still three obstacles to the flourishing of
OBET within the philosophical and lay communities: its software platform (WebOffice) has been
expensive (and is going out of business at the end of this year); recruiting philosophically savvy
data-entry personnel has been a challenge and so thousands of references remain unentered;
and even the references that are available are not yet broadly accessed by philosophers. In the
coming year, my goal as the founder and curator of OBET is to take definitive steps to overcome
these three obstacles; namely, (1) to develop new, user-friendly, cutting-edge software that can
support the database indefinitely without an annual fee; (2) to conduct a pilot program in partly
compensated, trained data entry for undergraduate students in philosophy and environmental
studies, in order to heighten the possibility of federal education funding for a full-blown
compensated data entry program next year; and (3) to integrate the database with PhilPapers, a
heavily used internet resource for philosophers. Initial investigation into all three of these
avenues promises rewards over the next nine months: my institutional Department of Computer
Science
has agreed to take on the programming task; I have procured a skilled and enthusiastic
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to work expeditiously towards the integration of OBET within their overall collection of
philosophical works. Seeing these three steps to completion in the next year will secure the
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maintained in an entirely new platform developed by his Department in the coming academic
year, and has begun advertising for involvement of graduate students and faculty. As an
incentive to competition for the best platform, and to ensure the timely completion of the coding
and graphical user interface, we have determined that a stipend of $1500 would be appropriate
compensation for the production of both the software platform and the interface, to be
completed by the end of Spring term 2015. Third, Mark Megerian, who has worked with me on
OBET for over a year, has entered hundreds of references, and has trained several
undergraduate students in data entry for the database, has agreed to stay on for the coming
year as a volunteer internship director and trainer of additional undergraduate workers. Our
experience over the last two years indicates that successful data entry requires the indexing of
literature according to subject, and thus a level of understanding that restricts our pool of
workers to environmental studies and philosophy undergraduates of at least a junior standing.
We have decided to apply for a federal education grant next year to support three years of paid
internships, but we require successful pilot data to demonstrate the feasibility of this project: we
believe $500 for each of three interns will be sufficient for this goal. Fourth, David Bourget of
PhilPapers has agreed, following extensive discussion, to collaborate with me on the integration
of OBET within PhilPapers; he has furthermore agreed to manage this for the standing
WebOffice annual fee of $1300. I will request this sum from ISEE, and I have every reason to
expect their continued support as this is the amount they would have paid for the annual lease
of WebOffice. Thus, I believe all three goals for2the coming year can be met if we can procure
$1500 for the pilot undergraduate internships, and $1500 for the compensation for the software
development. Thus I politely request $3000 from APA.

Attach additional pages as necessary.

9/1/14-11/1/14 (not dependent on APA support): withdrawal from WebOffice; consultation with
programmers and arrival at an agreement
11/1/14-12/31/14 (not dependent on APA support): consultation with PhilPapers and arrival at
an agreement; advertisement of 2015 OBET internships to NYC-area philosophy and
environmental science departments
1/1/15-4/1/15: development of new software platform for OBET; commencement of first OBET
internship round; integration into PhilPapers
4/1/15- 4/30/15: administration of complete Outreach Plan and Evaluation Plan, including all
notifications, survey, search engine optimization, and website analytics.
Summer 2015: commencement of second OBET internship round; application to federal
education grant for expanded compensated internship program.
Please feel free to contact me if you would like letters from any of the individuals referenced in
this application regarding support for or affiliation with OBET, including Holmes Rolston III
(ISEE), William Grove-Fanning (ISEE), Mark Megerian (OBET), David Bourget (PhilPapers),
and Zhigang Xiang (Computer Science, Queens College CUNY ).

Describe how the project will be advertised to the larger philosophical and/or lay public. Attach additional pages as
necessary.

All ISEE members are informed and updated regarding OBET in the ISEE Newsletter, and will
continue to be so. In addition, William Grove-Fanning (ISEE Newsletter Editor) and I will send a
notification to all ISEE members upon completion of the transition to a new software platform, as
well as requesting feedback from them via a survey (a modification of the same survey they
received in 2012 shortly after the initial launch of OBET on the WebOffice platform).
A more general philosophical audience will be reached by sending a notification to relevant
organizations, including the APA, the Center for Environmental Philosophy, the International
Association for Environmental Philosophy, the Center for Respect of Life and Environment,
International Community for Ecopsychology, and the Association for the Study of Literature &
Environment. I will also notify academic units with an explicit or historical interest in
environmental philosophy.
Search Engine Optimization will be used to raise the profile of OBET following relevant internet
searches.
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If the proposal involves public lectures, performances, presentations, or films, describe how the project will be accessible
for disabled persons, including deaf/hard of hearing and blind/visually impaired individuals. Attach additional pages as
necessary.

n/a

Describe how the project will be assessed at its completion with an eye to what worked and what could be improved.
Attach additional pages as necessary.

Each of the three parts of the project will be evaluated, followed by an evaluation of the
resource in general, by 4/30/2015
Project evaluation:
1. New software platform: This will be successful if the new platform is up and working and
has equivalent or higher functionality as is currently present in the WebOffice platform. This will
be assessed objectively in terms of resources, references, and search capabilities. I will also
request that the ISEE Governing Board, all of whom are familiar with OBET and commented on
the WebOffice platform, try the new patform and report to me on its functionality, aesthetics, and
ease of use.
2. Pilot program of trained data entry: This will be successful if a pipeline of undergraduate
student OBET internships has been established, with the first round of students completing their
data entry in April 2015 and the next round scheduled for the summer. An evaluation form will
be distributed to interns to gauge their reception of the experience. Mark Megerian, who will
train the interns, will also provide a report to me on the success of the pilot.
3. Integration into PhilPapers: This will be successful if the philosophical contents of OBET
are accessible within PhilPapers under their "environmental philosophy" heading, such that any
changes to OBET will automatically be reflected in PhilPapers.
General OBET evaluation:
1. ISEE member survey: William Grove-Fanning, an ISEE Officer and Editor of the Newsletter,
administered a survey of ISEE members regarding OBET on 2/10/2012, shortly after its initial
launch, asking them for ratings on various aspects of the resource and its relevance to their
work. This survey will be administered again in order to assess reception of OBET's
development and especially the 2014-2015 platform
transition.
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2. Site traffic analysis: OBET traffic will be monitored monthly (using Google Analytics) to
assess the dynamics of site access, including how many people are accessing the site and at
what frequency, and which resources are being used most often. This will become especially

If the proposal includes the creation of a website, complete the following items:

Where will the website be hosted? Queens College, City University of New York
Website URL (if known): http://isee-obet.org
Do you want the APA to link to the project website?

☐ Yes ☐ No
✔

If yes, in what page(s) or section(s) on the APA website would you like the link to appear?

Resources: More Resources and Links: Libraries, Directories, and Other Resources
Attach additional pages as necessary.

Project
expense item

Anticipated
date(s) of
expense

11/1/2014
Programmer stipend 1/17/2015
3 $500 data entry stipends 1/17/2015
PhilPapers compensation 3/1/2015
WebOffice Final Dues

Budget Amount

1300
1500
1500
1300

Amount
confirmed or
requested from
other sources

1300 (ISEE)
0
0

Totals: 5600

Amount
requested
from APA

1300 (Queens College)

0
1500
1500
0

2600

3000

Proposals requesting more than $5,000 normally are not funded.
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