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Headlines (Click on the story title to go directly to that story)

1) Relief Efforts for the Largest Wildfire in Kansas History

2) Leadership Summit: One Week Left to Register!

3) Cities Need to Choose Form of Elections

4) Grant Available for Bulletproof Vests

5) City of Atchison Wins the League’s Second Annual Kansas Hometown Showdown

1) Relief Efforts for the Largest Wildfire in Kansas History

Over the past month Kansas communities have experienced numerous wildfires,
including the largest wildfire in the state’s history. On March 23rd, Governor
Brownback declared a State of Disaster Emergency for areas threatened by the wildfires.
The declaration authorizes state resources to assist communities in south central Kansas
affected by the fires.

The Kansas Farm Service Agency hosted two public meetings for all producers affected
by the wildfires in southcentral Kansas. For those unable to attend, information and
resources shared at the meetings can be found on the Kansas Department of
Agriculture’s website. Opportunities to help are also located on the website.

2) Leadership Summit: One Week Left to Register!

Have you signed up for the 2016 Leadership Summit and Kansas Mayors Conference
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sponsored by the League of Kansas Municipalities and the Kansas Mayors Association?
It is an opportunity to network with your fellow city officials and enhance your
leadership and team work skills. All city officials are welcome to attend, and we
encourage you to use this conference as a staff development and teambuilding training!

The Leadership Summit is an opportunity for your team to discuss developing a
strategic plan. You will hear from strategic planning professional Paul Carttar of the
Bridgespan Group who will share insights for success.

If you are still needing a room at the Courtyard by Marriott, please contact Laura Cain,
Director of Sales, at 785-210-2714. Registration and additional information can be found
here.

A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: I cannot encourage you enough to attend
this year’s Leadership Summit. We had a great call with Paul Carttar this week about his
planned program. His general session will lay out the framework and critical concepts of
strategic planning, and why it matters to cities. His follow up session will dive deeper into the
strategic planning process, walking you through how to get started, the key challenges, and
pitfalls to avoid. I hope to see you in Junction City! — Erik

3) Cities Need to Choose Form of Elections

We have had the question raised if a city must choose to have a nonpartisan election. In
reviewing the language in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 25-2113, it is our opinion that the League
sample ordinances concerning the change to November elections should have included
a statement for the governing body to select nonpartisan or partisan elections. Prior law
had a presumption that all city elections were nonpartisan, however, the new language
does appear to require that the governing body make a selection.

It is our recommendation that all cities pass an ordinance that contains the following
language:

“All elections for the City of , Kansas shall be nonpartisan.”

Obviously partisan would be used in place of nonpartisan if that is the desire of the
governing body.

If your city has already passed an ordinance making the change to November elections
then we suggest that an ordinary ordinance be passed using the above language. If your
city has not passed an ordinance making the change to November elections then we
recommend that a section be included in the ordinance you pass choosing partisan or
nonpartisan elections. League sample ordinances have now been modified and are
available here. Please consult with your city attorney before making any decisions.
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4) Grant Available for Bulletproof Vests

The Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (KCJCC) have announced the
availability of grant funds for the Federal Bulletproof Vest Partnership (BVP) Program.
The FY 2016 BVP funds may be used only toward the purchase of approved vests and
can fund up to 50 percent of the purchase cost. The application process is now open
until May 16, 2016. Visit the Office of Justice Programs” website for details and to apply
for BVP grant funds.

5) City of Atchison Wins the League’s Second Annual
Kansas Hometown Showdown

The City of Atchison, with the support of its citizens and fans, is the winner of the 2016
Annual Kansas Hometown Showdown sponsored by the League of Kansas
Municipalities.

Larry Wolgast, Mayor of Topeka, and League President, said “The Kansas Hometown
Showdown brings citizens and communities together to celebrate the beautiful cities in
Kansas. The League of Kansas Municipalities is honored to be a part of highlighting the
tremendous pride we as Kansans have in our cities and appreciates the opportunity to
promote engagement among its member cities.”

The 64 participating member cities inspired thousands of individuals. Over the course
of six rounds they received over 99,000 “likes,” comments, and shares on their
submitted photos.

The City of Atchison will be featured as the June 2016 cover of the League’s magazine,
the Kansas Government Journal. The photo titled “Amelia Reflects on America” shows the
reflection of Atchison’s Amelia Earhart bridge lights that form the United States flag by
reflecting onto the Missouri River. The photo was shot by Rox Stec and submitted by the
City of Atchison.

Mayor Jack Bower said, “I love the team work, citizens and organizations pulling
together to have this victory. It is a great win for everyone.”

Trey Cocking, City Manager said, “I just want to say thank you to everyone who
participated in sharing this breathtaking view of Atchison.”

Make a note on your calendar for early February next year to look for an announcement
regarding the 2017 contest!
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