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Headlines (Click on the story title to go directly to that story)

1) League Announces City Partnering Opportunity with CHAMPS Initiative
2) Legislation in Washington, D.C. Impacting Kansas

3) 2016 Annual Conference Planning Underway

1) League Announces City Partnering Opportunity with
CHAMPS Initiatives

The League is pleased to announce its partnership with the National League of Cities
(NLC) and Kansas Appleseed in promoting the CHAMPS program. Cities Combating
Hunger through the Afterschool and Summer Meal Programs (CHAMPS) is a national
initiative launched by NLC to reduce childhood hunger. While there is great awareness
of free and reduced-price meal availability during the school year, the need for access to
such programs during summer months is less known.

Unfortunately, Kansas ranks 50th in the nation for reaching children with summer
nutrition programs. As part of the initiative, cities will receive resources on program
implementation, access best practices from prior CHAMPS cities, and be eligible to
receive grant funding from NLC to support meal program expansion. To learn more
about the initiative and how your city can participate, please click here for a letter from
Erik Sartorius, League executive director.
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2) Legislation in Washington, D.C. Impacting Kansas

On Wednesday, April 20th, the U.S. Senate passed H.R. 636. This is a short-term
reauthorization of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) through fiscal year 2017.
The National League of Cities (NLC) opposed Section 2152 that would block state and
local control over drone regulations. Over 300 amendments were proposed in the bill
and few received a vote on the Senate floor, including one that would have removed
Section 2152. The House is currently working on legislation to fund the FAA. The two
bills will be worked in a conference committee, at which time NLC will continue their
advocacy efforts in having Section 2152 removed.

Last week, the U.S. House passed H.R. 2549, the Treating Small Airports with Fairness
Act of 2016. The bill requires the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to
provide necessary staff and equipment for security screening at any airport that lost
commercial air service on or after January 1, 2013, and has a commitment from a
commercial air carrier that it intends to resume service at the airport. The Salina
Regional Airport is one such airport who had been denied TSA staff and equipment for
security screening, despite Great Lakes Aviation’s commitment to begin flights out of
Salina. Although the legislation has not passed the Senate and been signed by president,
this week the Salina airport received a letter stating TSA would begin supplying staff
and equipment to the airport. The City of Salina has been in contact with Senators
Roberts and Moran and Congressman Huelskamp for assistance. This is good news for
the Salina Regional Airport!

3) 2016 Annual Conference Planning Underway

The 2016 League Annual Conference will be held on October 8-10, 2016 at the Overland
Park Convention Center & Sheraton Overland Park Hotel. In preparation for this event,
the League has started collecting ideas for topics and speakers. Please consider
significant issues facing your community that may warrant a roundtable or workshop
session. We will be collecting ideas for speakers and topics through June 1. Submit ideas
here.

Thank you in advance for helping to make the League’s Annual Conference a continued
success!
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