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1) 2016 Legislative Session

The 2016 legislative session came to a close early on Monday morning, May 2nd.
During the final few days, numerous conference committee reports (CCRs) were passed
that stand to be of interest and have an impact on cities in Kansas. For the sake of
wanting to get our membership timely information, we are sending out this week’s
League News a few days early. If you have any questions about a bill, please contact
Cindy Green by email or call 785-354-9565.

2) Property Tax Lid Bill Passes
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The Senate (37-3) and House (112-5) both passed the legislation altering the property tax
lid. The CCR brief detailing the contents of Senate Sub. for HB 2088 can be found HERE.
Additionally, our colleagues at the Kansas Association of Counties have created this

bulleted document highlighting the lid's provisions. Most critically, cities should be
aware that the lid will go into effect in 2017. As a result, it will not affect budgets being
created for 2017, but rather budgets for 2018.

3) Bill Concerning Inclusionary Zoning, Work Schedules,
Nutrition Labeling and Rental Inspections Passes

CCR SB 366 was passed by both the Senate and the House and contains language from
numerous bills that the League opposed throughout the year and stands to infringe
upon local control. The following bills were included in the CCR:

e SB 366 — prohibits cities, counties and other political subdivisions from enacting
regulations that control the purchase or rental price of privately owned residential
or commercial property (“inclusionary zoning”). Would allow the property owner
to enter into a voluntary agreement with a city or county if the owner was
receiving incentives or grants from the city or county.

e HB 2576 - prohibits cities, counties and local units of government from affecting
the work schedules of private sector employees, unless otherwise required by
state or federal law.

e HB 2595 — preempts cities ability to regulate food nutrition information labeling
under certain circumstances. The provisions would not be applicable to a city’s
food service facility/ies and does not restrict a city’s zoning authority.

e HB 2665 - prohibits a city or county from establishing or enforcing a residential
property licensing program that requires periodic interior inspections unless the
lawful occupant gives consent.

4) Bill Concerning Conceal Carry Passes

CCR HB 2502 is referred to as the “gun bill” of this session. The major change for
municipalities is that they will now be unable to prohibit employees from carrying a

concealed handgun while working. The bill does allow for the ability to prohibit conceal
carry in a portion of a public building without the expense of prohibiting the possession
in the whole building. This CCR also contains the language of SB 421 which will create
a process for a city to provide a security pass (Fast Pass) for non-employees to avoid
going through security monitoring before entering an adequately secured public
building.
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5) Bills Concerning Taxation, Commerce and Economic
Development

e SB 338 - This bill would have given cities more latitude in managing abandoned
housing. After passing both the House and the Senate, the Governor vetoed the
bill on April 11th. There was no move by either chamber to override the veto.

e CCR HB 2509 - As adopted, this CCR included language from SB 493 which grants
the Secretary of Commerce the discretion to assess and collect administrative fees

on various economic development programs. On STAR bond projects the fees are
not to exceed $200,000, plus any actual administrative costs that exceed the fee.
Fees are payable from bond proceeds.

e CCR HB 2632 - As passed, this CCR contained language from SB 474 which
authorizes the State Finance Council to sell the assets of the Kansas Bioscience
Authority. The bill also added additional restrictions on the formation of STAR
bond projects, changed the definition of “eligible area” to include buildings 65

years or older and continuous lots which are vacant or condemned, and
authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to pledge a portion of the state sales and
use taxes generated within a STAR bond districts rather than all such revenues as
required under current law.

e CCR House Sub. for SB 149 - This CCR passed both chambers and includes
language from HB 2498 which expands the fee charged by the Department of

Revenue for administrating the community improvement district sales tax from
$60,000 to $200,000 total for all CID projects in the state.

e CCR House Sub. for SB 280 - This CCR passed both chambers and addresses
numerous property tax issues relating to valuation, classification of property,

appraisal responsibilities, and jurisdiction on BOTA appeals. Notably, the CCR
language from HB 2719 and the requirement that boards of subordinate
jurisdiction get prior approval from the governmental entity forming them before
setting mill levies. The lone exception is a provision that specifically applies to the
Blue Valley Recreation Commission.

6) Bills Concerning Corrections and Judiciary Issues

e CCR Sub. for SB 22 - As adopted, this CCR concerns changes to the Kansas Open
Records Act (KORA). The major changes will be to the treatment of police audio

and video recordings as well as emails of city employees that are located on their
personal electronic devices.

e CCR HB 2462 - Amends the definition of felony theft from property or services of
the value of $1,000 to a value of $1,500.
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7) Other Bills of Interest

e CCR HB 2446 - As adopted by the Senate and House, this CCR contains the
language from in SB 370, which was introduced by the League and expands the
types of insurance claims covered by the lien process.

e CCR on House Sub. for SB 168 - Adopted by both the House and Senate, this bill
offers a streamlined approach for hiring retirees for hardship positions. The bill
establishes an assurance protocol for exempting hardship positions from a $25,000
compensation cap up to three times with one-year increments.

e CCR on HB 2558 - Passed by the House and Senate, this bill prohibits cities or
counties from regulating or prohibiting the canvassing, polling, soliciting or
otherwise approaching of private residences for the purpose of distributing
campaign literature or campaigning for a candidate for an elected office.

8) 2016 Annual Conference Planning Underway

The 2016 League Annual Conference will be held on October 8-10, 2016 at the Overland
Park Convention Center & Sheraton Overland Park Hotel. In preparation for this event,
the League has started collecting ideas for topics and speakers. Please consider
significant issues facing your community that may warrant a roundtable or workshop
session. We will be collecting ideas for speakers and topics through June 1. Submit
ideas here.

Thank you in advance for helping to make the League’s Annual Conference a continued
success!
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