7/5/2016 League News

Full Version | http://lkm.org/leaguenews/2016/26

LEAGUE OF Kansas MUNICIPALITIES

/ &

T&%\‘

L'l
.r"|_l||",

VorumEe 21 — NumBER 26 — JuLy 1, 2016

PUBLISHED BY THE LEAGUE OF KANSAS MUNICIPALITIES

Headlines (Click on the story title to go directly to that story)

1) Municipal Court Bail Bond Practices Challenged

2) League Website Change
3) League Annual Conference
4) Deadline for Registering to Vote Approaching

5) Former Executive Director Retiring

1) Municipal Court Bail Bond Practices Challenged

A city in Kansas recently settled a case brought against them by the civil rights
organization Equal Justice Under Law. The action alleged that the city’s practice of
using secured cash bail failed to take into account the accused’s ability to pay and, thus,
a person was being held in jail not because of the offense or risk of flight but, rather,
because they could not raise the money necessary to gain an immediate release.
Whereas those with adequate funds could gain an immediate release. The action alleged
that this was a violation of the Equal Protection and Due Process clauses of the
Fourteenth Amendment. The settlement required the city to establish a policy regarding
the use of OR (own recognizant) bonds instead of cash security bonds. The settlement
did provide for some limited exceptions.

Late last week, Equal Justice Under Law sent a letter to many, if not most, Kansas cities
regarding the law suit and its settlement. A copy of the letter is available here. As you
will note in the letter, Equal Justice has filed similar actions in a number of other states.
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On behalf of our member cities, the League has reached out to Equal Justice to get
clarification of the meaning and/or the intent of Equal Justice. We have not had any
contact back from Equal Justice, as this is being written.

Because the letter’s intent is unclear, we suggest that you do not respond to Equal
Justice until we have had an opportunity to talk with a representative of Equal Justice.
We hope to have talked to them by the end of the week.

2) League Website Change

The League will be launching their new, user-friendly website on Wednesday, July 6!
Integrated with the new website will be members only sections that will require logging
in and setting up a profile. Clerks will receive a mailing with instructions for setting up
a profile and using the site by the end of next week. We will also be including a guide in
the July Kansas Government Journal to help you get started. Please don't hesitate to
contact the League if you have any questions.

3) League Annual Conference

Registration for the Annual Conference will open next week with the launch of the new
website and a brochure will be included in the July Kansas Government Journal. Last
week we dropped two hints about our keynote speaker: Champion. Major League Baseball.
Here are two additional clues: Gold Glove. Current local government official. Does anyone
have a guess? Email Kate Cooley if you think you know who it is (the first correct
answer will win a prize). We'll announce the keynote speaker next week.

4) Deadline for Registering to Vote Approaching

Tuesday, July 12th, is the deadline to register to vote in Kansas primary elections.
Celebrate Independence Day by preparing to vote! To do so, click here.

5) Former Executive Director Retiring

Chris McKenzie, former executive director of the League of Kansas Municipalities, has
announced his upcoming retirement as executive director of the League of California
Cities. Here is an excerpt from Chris's announcement:

"I wanted to share with you my announcement to my Board last Friday that I will be
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retiring later this year. It has been over 40 years total in the saddle, and most of them
have involved the joy of working with NLC and the other state municipal leagues. It
has been seventeen years in California, seven as ED in Kansas, and a number of earlier
years as a research associate and then later as lobbyist for the Kansas League. All along
it has been a delight and a pleasure, with tons of hard work in between that have
enriched me immensely. Manuela is retiring as well (in a few days) and we look
forward to traveling, developing some new hobbies, and spending time with our
wonderful grandchildren who remind us every day we are blessed to be with them that
life really is for living."

The League of Kansas Municipalities wishes Chris well as he heads to retirement, and
thanks him for his years of public service, particularly in Kansas!
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