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LEGISLATIVE REQUEST:
We urge Congress to reestablish annual appropriations for the National Health Service Corps to enable the
program to preserve the current field strength of the program.
To accomplish this goal, we urge Members of Congress to request $287.4 million for FY2016 for the
National Health Service Corps. [1]
National Background
The National Health Service Corps (NHSC) program, established in 1972, is designed to incentivize primary care
providers to work in the highest need areas of our country. In exchange for their service, the program helps alleviate the
burden of debt accumulated during the course of their education. In 2012, nearly 15,000 providers were placed in areas
designated as Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSAs). These healthcare professionals served more than 10 million
people in every state and territory. Despite this level of service, it would still take an additional 26,100 providers just to
meet the existing need in all currently designated HPSAs [1]

Federal Funding Status
By FY2012 Congress had completely eliminated the base appropriations.
[1] Beginning Oct 1, 2015 the NSHC programs that will be unfunded include:





Scholarship program – Provides a full scholarship for eligible
students in exchange for service after their training
Loan Repayment Program (LRP) – Helps students repay school
loans in exchange for service.
State Loan Repayment Program (SLRP) – Provides matching funds
for certain state loan repayment programs.
Students to Service program – Provides loan repayment for medical
school students in their last year of training who choose primary
care in exchange for service. [2]

North Carolina Status
North Carolina residences in rural and underserved communities receive significant health benefit from having timely
access to essential health care providers. Additional benefits to North Carolina includes:
 In federal fiscal year 2014, our providers received payments totaling more than 5.6 million. [3]
 As of March 2015, a total of 226 providers in North Carolina are directly benefited for NHSC programs. [4]
 Currently the following North Carolina sites are benefiting from NHSC programs: [4]
110 provider placements at Federally Qualified Health Centers
44 provider placements at Community Outpatient Facilities
41 provider placements at Private Practices
28 provider placements at Rural Health Clinics
10 provider placements at Correctional Facilities



8 provider placements at Health Departments
5 provider placements at American Indian Health Facility
4 provider placements at Community Mental Health Centers
2 provider placements at Critical Access Hospitals
1 provider placement at Free Clinic

The annual economic impact of the 226 providers is estimated to bring $69.9 million to the facilities and their
community. [5] [6]
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