Day One: Tuesday, July 25, 2017
2017 U.S. Product Stewardship Forum

Successes, Challenges, and the Road Ahead
SESSION AGENDA
Time

General Overview

7:30 - 8:15 am

Breakfast & Registration

8:15 – 8:30 am

Welcome

8:30 –8:45 am

Product Stewardship in Context
This opening presentation will set the stage for the discussion over the next two days
by specifying the goals, successes, and challenges of product stewardship and
extended producer responsibility (EPR), and providing the context for these policies
and programs in relation to other sustainability approaches, including recycling, zero
waste, climate change, and the circular economy.

8:45 – 10:15 pm
Session 1

10:15 - 10:45 am
10:45 - 11:45 pm
Session 2

12:00 - 1:45 pm

Product Stewardship in the U.S.:
Comparing the Paint and Electronics Programs
This session will outline the respective problems and goals of stewardship efforts on
leftover paint and scrap electronics. The nation’s experts will describe the successes
and challenges of laws and voluntary efforts, as well as opportunities for the future.
These two product areas provide a basis for comparing the benefits of model
legislation, different financing mechanisms (eco-fee vs. cost internalization), the pros
and cons of performance metrics, and coordination of industry stewardship efforts.

Break
Product Stewardship in the U.S.: Mattresses and Carpet
In the U.S., three state EPR laws have passed on mattresses and one on carpet. This
interactive session will discuss the problems created by these wastes and the goals of
state EPR and voluntary initiatives. Speakers will also assess the successes, challenges,
and opportunities for those working on these product areas. Lessons learned, which
will be applicable to other product stewardship efforts, will examine the role of free
markets vs. regulation, the role of stewardship plans, single vs. multiple stewardship
organizations, and options for better product management.

Lunch and Keynote
Keynote Speaker: John Coyne
Unilever Canada + Canadian Stewardship Services Alliance

1:45 – 3:45 pm
Session 3

3:45 – 4:00 pm
4:00 - 5:30 pm
Session 4

5:30 - 7:30 pm

Product Stewardship in the U.S.: Packaging
Private and public sector stakeholders in the U.S. have been working on a wide variety
of solutions to increase packaging recycling rates and reduce waste generation,
including curbside recycling initiatives, voluntary recycling efforts, and mandates such
as universal recycling, recycled content standards, bottle bills, pay-as-you-throw
systems, and EPR. Meanwhile, Europe, Canada, and other nations around the world
have increasingly adopted EPR policies to manage packaging at end-of-life. Hear from
experts in the U.S. and around the world as they elaborate on the successes and
challenges of voluntary systems and regulatory initiatives, and the evolution of EPR
programs. U.S. representatives currently exploring opportunities for packaging EPR will
also share updates.

Break
The Role of EPR in the Circular Economy
In December 2015, the European Commission announced its new Circular Economy
Package, a plan to “end our reliance on the rubbish heap and turn waste into a
resource.” By incorporating eco design, waste prevention, and reuse and recycling into
a comprehensive business strategy, the European Commission hopes to save money,
create jobs, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions throughout the continent. This
session will explore why EPR plays such an important role in the circular economy and
how we can translate this concept to the U.S., joining Europe, Canada, and other
nations in their goal of simultaneously improving the environment and bolstering the
economy.

Reception & Awards Ceremony

Day Two: Wednesday, July 26, 2017
2017 U.S. Product Stewardship Forum

SESSION AGENDA

Time

General Overview

7:30 – 8:15 am

Breakfast & Registration

8:15 – 8:30 am

Opening Remarks

8:30 - 10:00 pm
Session 5

Product Stewardship in the U.S.: Pharmaceuticals

10:00 – 10:15 am

Storing leftover medications in the home opens the door to drug abuse and puts
children, seniors, and pets at risk for accidental poisoning. Flushing or trashing them
contaminates our drinking water and harms aquatic life. In this panel, nationwide
experts will identify the problems with leftover medications and the goals of
stewardship efforts. Speakers will discuss the range of legislative and voluntary efforts
spreading throughout the U.S. and will explore key strategies, such as convenience
standards, consistent messaging, and retail pharmacy engagement.

Break

10:15 - 11:30 pm
Session 6

Product Stewardship in the U.S.: Household Hazardous Waste, Pesticides,
Batteries, Thermostats, and Lamps

11:30 – 1:00 pm
Session 7

Closing Panel/Open Discussion: Moving Forward in a Shifting Political
Landscape

As paint and electronics programs have rolled out nationally, governments have
sought product stewardship solutions for other priority wastes. This session will
provide an update on activity in the U.S. on HHW, pesticides, batteries, thermostats,
and lamps, each of which have seen developments in the past few years. We will cover
topics including handling multiple producers and products, compliance, funding
options, and the vicissitudes of the legislative process.

To close our 2017 Forum, we will start this session with a dynamic presentation that
reflects on changes to the political landscape at the federal, state, and local level, and
its impacts on product stewardship and EPR. The session will then move into an
interactive panel and facilitated audience discussion to develop concrete next steps
for moving forward.

1:00 – 2:30 pm
2:30 – 4:00 pm

PSI Board of Directors and Advisory Council Lunch
PSI Board of Directors/Advisory Council Meeting

