THE OD COUPLE

N
aa
S
=
O
O
%

NORTH CAROLINA

I NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER




Contents

ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS.......o.iviiiiiee et 4
FOr@WOA. ...t 5
StateElected OffiCIalS.......c.coooviiiiiiieeiieiieeieeieee e, 6
Graig Meyer, Orange County, NC.......c.uiiiii ittt 7
MaryAnn Black, Durham County, NC. ... ...ttt ittt ettt ettt ettt st e et e st e e e e anneeeeeeeas 8
County and Municipal Elected OffiCialS...........cc.coococoiuiiiiiisiiiiiiiiiisii s 9
Alan Beck, Davidson COUNtY, NC. ... ittt ettt sttt ettt ettt as ettt e st e e e e s aneeeeeeas 10
Donna Bell, Chapel Hill, NC......ouiii ittt ettt ettt ettt s sttt e et st e s s teeeeeaneieeeeeeeaas 11
Jacquelyn Gist, Carrboro, NC...... ...t 12
Theresa Locklear, PembroldC...........oeeeeeiiiis ettt 13
Paige Sayles, Franklin County, NC...........uuuuuuuuuieiiiiiiii ittt a e 14
Tom Stevens, HillSDOrOUGREC. ......uuiiiss ittt 15
Summer Woodside, Scotland County, NC........couueeeiiiiiiiiiieiiii ittt ittt et it e e e 16
LOBDYISIS ... 17
Kay Castillo, Raleigh, NC... ...ttt ettt ettt ettt sttt e e et sttt e et aante et eeaanneeeeeemes 18
Susanna Birdsong, Raleigh, NC...........uuiiiiiiieiii ittt ettt sttt et ittt e e ittt e et nai e e e e e 19
Matt Gross, Raleigh, NC. .. ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et as ettt aie ettt eeaaaee et eeeanneeeeemas 20
Alison Kiser, DUFNAM, N ... uuie ittt ettt ettt ettt ettt tse ettt et aa ettt e e saaneeeeeeeeeaannee 21
Karen McLeod, Raleigh, NC.........couueiiiiiie ittt ettt ettt et ettt i s e 22
Alex Miller, Raleigh, NC........oouuieiiiii ettt ettt 23
AOVOCALES oottt ettt eae et 24
Matt Anderson, Greensboro, NC...........uueuuueieiiie ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt a e e 25
Dan Beerman, WIiNSteBRIEM, NC...........uuuuuueeiiiiiiiiiiiitss ettt ettt ettt e e e et e e i eaaaaas 26
Dana CourtneyGraham, NC.........ooiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e et e e i 27
Jared Cates, PittSDOr0, NC ... oiii ittt ettt ettt ettt ettt ittt e r e e e e e 28
Jenny Gadd, Graham, NC ... .ttt et ettt ettt ettt sttt e e e it e e e e 29
Chase Holleman, GreenshoCH A HH BB HHEBEEBHEEA. 00 30.
Laura O'Neal, Nash County, NC.......ccccoouuuueeeeeeeie ettt ittt ettt ettt ettt ea st asiieii e e e eereeeeeeeeeeeeeaas 31
Jack Register, Greensboro, NC..........uuuuuueeeiiiiiieii ittt ettt ettt et et e e e et 32
Lynne Walter, Raleigh, NC..........ouuiiiiiieiii ittt ettt e e 33
Barbara Zelter, Raleigh, NC.........oooiiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt ettt 34
Lauren Zingraff, Raleigh, NC...........ccccoouuuiiiiiiiiiii ettt 35




Past Elected Officials and LoD ST S. ..ottt e et eeeaeesssseessesseaseaneamaneseeseeses 36

Erika Hagensen, Raleigh, NC.............oeiiiiiiiii ittt ettt s 37

Michelle Johnson, Carrboro, NCHH . . . . . C e e e e e e e e e e e e 38. . ..

Nicholle Karim, Raleigh, NC............coooiiiiiiiiis ittt 39

Howard Lee, Orange County, NC........ouuieiieeiei ettt i s e 40

John Steele, Cleveland, NC... ... ittt ettt ettt ettt ittt e et s nn et e e e e e e 41

Edith Wiggins, Chapel HNC. ... ... ittt ettt ettt ettt ettt e e e e st e e e e e annees 42
Additional Bsourses and INformation...............ccococevvieeiieeiiieiiiiecieeieeeseen 43

North Carolina Resources for Political INVOIVEMENt. .........ecueeeiiiiiiieiiieiiiiieeeeiis i 44

Opportunities for Advocacy With NASW. .........cc.eueeeiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e 45




Acknowledgements

A special thank you to the interns and staff wiave worked to compose and
annually update NASW / 8§ 2O0AFf 22N] FYyR t2fA0AO0a

NASWANC Interns

Lauren Absher
Mariah Cowell
Courtney Coyle
Deona Hooper
LisaJester
BrentJohnson
HannahPittman

Kelly Peterson

NASWANC Staff
Valerie Arendt
Kathy Boyd

Kay Castillo

——
I
| —




0) 080 1160
of getting staited.
The start has been

~ B.F. Skinner

Foreword

A Letter from the desk of Kathy Boyd, the Executive Director of
NASWNCfrom 19862018.

5SaLAGS GKS Of SOSNI GAlGfSsT az20A
couple at all but rather a comfortable companionship. | remember
having a conversation with MaryAnn Black (profile on p8ga long

time ago. She let me know that a County CommissiQréer 0 A 3 -
budget items and, therefore, biggest issues were related to
education, Departments of Social Service, and Medicaid. These were
all things that as a social worker, she was experienced and familiar
with. She knew the clients and knew the frontlioensequences and
AadadzSa Ay | gl e GKFG Y2ad LIS2LX
to be tackling these issues on a more macro level. Instead of working
one-on-one with an individual Medicaid client she was focused on the
Medicaid system and working tsolve the system problems. The
aeausSy gAftt ySOSN OKFy3aS AT oS
macro level. As social workers, our educational background is unique.
We see the individual as a part of a family, a system and a society.
How can we not bénvolved in policies thatmpact that individual
client?| challenge us as a profession and as individual social workers
to step up to the plate and get involved at every level of practice.

- Kathy BoydACSW, CMSW
FormerNASWNCEXxecutive Director
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Graig Meyer, Orange County, NC

Education MSW,University of Chicago

Current Elected PositianrNorth Carolina House Representative District 50
(Durham and Orange Counties)

, N

dSocial work has an ethical duty to advocate
for macro systems level chargé

N s

Motivation to seek elected office:

D NJ mt@r&shin public service was sparked when he was a child. Both his parents were social workers atr
they fostered within him a passion for public service. Since moving to North Carolina, Graig has worked as
school district administrator for Chapel Hilarrboro Schools. Since observing the problematic education policy
YFr{Ay3 Y2RSt dzaSR o6& (GKS b2NIK /FNBfAYl DSYySNIf
YFTSNAR NB YIRS T2N GKS 0SYySTAO 27T Gragdetligvas thattie
General Assembly needs more educators in office so that decisions on education policy are made by those w
have actual experience with education. He made the decision to run for the District 50 appointment after &
vacancy arose fldwing the 2013 legislative session. He was appointed in October 2013 and looks forward tc
working on the intertwining issues of education and the economy.

Whatsocialwork bring to the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

Graig says saai work brings a unique perspective to the policy making table because of its theoretical and
evidencebased foundation. Social workers see the ways policies and the implementation of policies directl
and indirectly affect the daily lives of individuats aur state because they view issues and problems as
interrelated components. Social work has a unigue problem solving approach; we look for solutions that are nc
just a fix for an issue but attempt to prevent the issue from reoccurring or from creaitititef problems. Graig
uses systems theory on a regular basis to assess everything from policies and their impacts on his constituer
to group dynamics in a legislative committee meeting. As a profession that seeks to meet clients where the
are, socialvorkers are also uniquely equipped to help bring many, often competing, interests to the table.

Shouldsocialworkers seek political involvement:

{20AFf 22NJ] Ay AGa OSNE SaaSyoOoS Aa LRtAGAOIf® a
aeaidsSvya tS@oSt OKFIy3aSd ¢KS AYRAQDGARIzZ f& 6S aSNBS A
FAYRA UGKFG 0SAy3a Ay@2ft OSR Ay LRtAGAOA a | az2o0Al
Yy dzYo SNJ 2 F LIBarkéls$lenot advdcateif@r Sokial change then the client populations we serve will
be repeatedly faced by the same problems and challenges. With their evidieased approach to problem
solving social workers have andepth understanding of the needsf individuals in the state, which helps make
F2N) NBaLRyaArotsS LRtAOe YI1Ayad DNIAIQEA | ROAOS G2
have a seat at the table.
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MaryAnn Black, Durham County, NC
Education:MSW, University of Nolnt Carolina at Chapel Hill
Current Elected PositiofC House of Representatives District 29,
Associate Vice President for Community

Relations at Duke University Health System

Previoudy: Durham County Commissioneér994Social Worker of the
Year(NASW) 1995 Social Worker of the YEAIASWNC)
’ 5

G/ t Awork © §obd and helps many, but if you want a big

impact and to help others in a large way, politics gives yo
gl & G2 R2 GKI G®¢

u y

Motivation to seek elected office:

A respected member of her Durham community, MaryAnn has been politically active since hert tepabtical
involvement a lifestyle preference. In college, MaryAnn was actively involved in leadership capacitieSwittOth Y LJdz2
YWCA, her sorority and more. Her interest in political action was reinforced during graduate school at UNC Chapel F
KSY | LINPFSaaz2N YFRS (GKS 02YYSyid GKIFIG GGKS gl1e& Ay ¢
impactonf SIA&f I GA2Yy YR Llzof A0 LRtAOEPE ¢KAa O2YYSyid NBA
to strive towards becoming a public servant and influence policy creation and implementation, by running for a positiol
on the Durham County Boaad Commissioners. Once elected, she served on the Board from 1990 to 2002. From 1996 t«
2002, MaryAnn served her community as Chair of the Durham County Commissioners. As an elected/affyéiah
worked with her colleagues to address a gamut of issues regarding land usage, water quality, public education, a
OKFy3aSa (2 GKS 5SLINIYSyd 2F {20AFf {SNWAOSa a2 SyK
oversawandprov RSR Fdzy RAy 3 F2NJ OF NA2dza aASNBAOS&a Ay Of dzRAYy3Y

What social work brisgo the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

One quality MaryAnn feels social work contributes to the politicBy I A& adiKS NI 27F 02 VYL
L2t AGAOAT SR SY@ANRYYSyGx az20Alf ¢2N)] aiAratta FyR @I f dzf
and how the mind works. All of those teachings combine to give a perspective dséstkiht allows one to stand outside

2F KAYaStFTr 20aSNBS oKIFIGQa 3I2Ay3a 2y> |yR FAIdNB 2 dzi
lRRAGAZ2Y I ffes a20AFt 62NJ] Qa dzyRSNB Ul YRAY 3 2igsioneRsiating Y a

A w4 A x

Gdzy RSNBE G YRAYI K26 & 2tdK $i2IN & Kz 60 2 eadi Sy a3 2y 8t $O0G SR

Should social workers seek political involvement:

al NB! yYyQa 200A2dza LI aaAz2y F2N L2t A0A OltoénlyFoGackl2vgrkelsdbut O f ¢
SOSNE2YyS> G2 0SS LRtAGAOItEte OGAB®ST FYR GKIFIG GKSNB |
neighborhood, church, local, state, or federal governmefar any form of government to work well, we négeople
GAOK RAFTFSNBY( RAAOALE AySa Aygd2ft@SRe LG YH184a +F 684
LR fAGAOFET&® FOUAOGSSE aGaAG Aa y20 Fo62dzi 6K2Qa NRIKG 2N
gooR FT2NJ 0KS LIS2 L) Soé







Alan Beck, Davidson CountidC

Education:BSW, Western Carolina University

CurrentElected PositionDavidson County Board of Education, Member

G4, . 2dz Oy adtyR 2y |+ &
quietly behind the scesél 2 YI 1S OKly

Motivation to seek elected office:

For Alan, motivation to run for a position on the Board of Education was personal, starting with his own three children, &
in the public schooB @ aGSY®d |1 26SPSNE 'ty O2yaAiARSNE KAYaSt¥ (2
Sy3ar3asSySyidz IyR 0S0OIFYS OSNE Ay@2t SR Ay GKS aoOKz22f a
and community sports. His commitment to thechl public school system evident, several individuals urged Alan to run
F2NI I LRaAdGA2y 2y GKS . 2FNR 2F 9RdzOI A2y ® wdzyyAy3d | 3t
2F WKAAB O2YYdzyAlGeé¢ | &aArarind Pastkvelre ydans, Alarhgs/saryed hislcérBnungyt as ©
.2FNR YSYOSNXY | @Ay3 ASNBSR Fa I aSYoSNIIG fFNBS |yR
KFa KSfLSR dakKlLS GKS fFyRaOlILSSaFT2HKEKOJANK DA || AE & i
What social work brisgo the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

AAAAA

LYy KAa ¢2N] Fta Iy StSOGSR 2FFAOAIE Ay KAa f20Ff &aoOK2
isnotjustthecla8 N2 2Y | y@Y2NBT AdGUa GKS O2YYdzyriledé ¢KAA dzy RS
O2YYdzyAile LINRPoftSYa wKS6 OFy |RRNBaa UGKNRAdZAK wKAae Lk
social work skills to identify mampmmunity needs and leverage his position as an elected official to meet those needs.
During his tenure as a Board member Alan has helped increase the number of middle school sports available to studer
K2LIAY3 GYARRt S aOK22ftadNB30 fldeNB FoyAR O I FYAIYNR R S NiRSS/EasS  2yFR
a combination day care and tutorial service for his community. In addition to other services he has helped bring to h
O2YYdzyAlez !t yQa a-sfeaibn andsagvaidpess, havd hefped Shim fidantifd hisdsengths and
6SI1ySaasSasy oKAOK KS KlIa aOKIFIYyyStSR Ayid2 KSt{LAY3 OKA:
Should social workers seek political involvement:

Lty 0StAS@GSa (KFG aazodyI1LR2ANNOBNEAFKIMKER FISEAVRET O
0S02YS LREAGAOITtE Ay@2f @SR gAGK | GOKAL) 2y @2dzNJ aK?2
GLREAGAOAE A& 6KI GO @2dz YI | Sflexdbk inexpbring opgofubities/ far pdlitkaD Actioh. &
t SNE2yFftex 1fly dzaSa KAaa LREAGAOIE Ay@2t dSYSyid Fa |
Kha LREtAGAOIE SELISNASYyOSa KI @S &K dhangesuRfeld irkhis ¥ammuingy askaS
result of his work as an elected official.

10
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Donna Bell, Chapel HilNC
Education:MSW, Smith College
Current Elected PositionChapel Hill Town Council, Member

GeKS 2yfte gle& ¢S Ol varied $fivoica
AYyP2t OSRE Ay Of dzRA Yy 3

Motivation to seek elected office:

practice. With support anéncouragement from others, Donna sought a position on the Chapel Hill Town Council in an
effort to weave her interests in both macro and direct practice social work. As a member of the Council, Donna attenc
various meetings and public hearings whileatsg 2 N] Ay3 gA 0K F2f1a Ay GKS 02 YYdy
YSYOSNI Aa (2 alR@20FGS F2NJIFYR YFAYGFAY LINRPAINF YYAYy3T (
F2f1a KIFNyYoe

What social work briisgo the table that is uniquer needed in the political arena:

As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Donna finds that her training assists her regularly in her work as an elected offi
{20A1t 62N] I 6KAOK (G2 52yyls Aa altt I oy2ydeld GaEFeAayURS Yol £ &
I Redzald YR Y2RATe aeaidiSvya (KIFIG INByQd aSNwBiAy3a GKS O
RSydAadas odzaAiAySaaySy FyR 20KSNAR Fff26a KSNI Iy 2ued 2 N
2T a20AFf 62N] ¢ & aKS yR KSNJ O2ffSI3dzSa 02ttt o2NFQ
NEO2YYSYRIGA2YAY YR K2g (G2 RAAGNAROdzGS FdzyRa F2NJ OSNI
Should social workers seek political involvement:

Whendisdza 8Ay3 6KSGKSNI a20AFf ¢g2NJ SNAR akKz2dZ R FOGA@Ste &as
R2d¢é¢ wSO23yAlTAy3a GKS ySSR F2NJ O2YYAGGSR yR Ay@2f OSR
voices supportingdi§ NBy i KAy 3a Ay GKS LREAGAOFIE aLKSNBE NB yS
social workers serve. She encourages all social workers to seek some form of involvement, from serving on commissi
and committees to serving on ldcand state Boards and in elected positions.

11
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Jacquelyn Gist, CarrbordNC
Education:MSW, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Current Elected PositionCarboro Board of Alderman, Member

oApolitical social workers make no sense. More social workers in of
means there is a greater chancehafaring the human side of thingst

Motivation to seek elected office:

Prior to being elected to the Carrboro Board of Alderman in 1981, Jacquelyn recalls having had political aspirations, ey
as a child at age 6 she hoped to become the first female President. This interest in political activity lasted to adulthoo
where sle had always been involved in her Carrbooommunity in a variety of ways and increased in graduate school.
After graduation, Jacquelyn ran the shelter and served her community in additional ways through involvement witt
Friends of Old Carrboro, the Carrbdoard of Adjustment Committee, the local Democratic Party, and many other locally
active organizations. This high level of community engagement garnered her much favor in her community, leading
group of local progressives to approach her to run fppaition on the Board of Alderman in 1981. She won the election
YR KIFa 06SSy aSNWAy3a 2y (GKS . 2FNR aAyOSe® / dNNByitex
2L NI dzyAlle G2 R2 a2YSOKAy3d Tt SiKgeFesach RekdlutioNd Odrribofo AwhdraNA
RdzZNAY3 (GKS Y2y iK 2F 'LINAE /FNNDB2NR Sy3ar3aSR Ay || CNBy
helping intervene when a lowcome, predominantly Hispanic apartment complex owner was Isargstenants and
GNBAY3 G2 FT2NOS GKSY 2dzié¢s 2N af AFPRYS 102 Yrlda A (4 B awk (|
GKFG Y2ahG 2F KSNI LRaAldGA2y A& ayz2i [o62dzi GKS TliveblebEe &

What social work brings to the table that is unigue/needed in the political arena:

LY RA&AOdzAaAY3d KSNI LRaAAGAZ2Y & Iy !fRSN¥IY G§KNRBdAAK |
to the significance of social work presenin politics. Serving on the Board with a fellow social worker, she noted that
a20AFt 62N]SNAZ GoAlGK2dzi S@OSYy GKAYl1Ay3 Fo2dzi Adz GNE
FYR FAIdz2NBE 2dzi ¢ KI G Qaefoidhé diversity, gridessioanl canpatéhdesand abunddhBiDér fellow ¢
Board members, she notes that social work is different from the other professions represented on the Board. Where son
YIE 0S O2yOSNYSR 6A0GK ISOTOGAFASYNNA BB G2Nl Ay SZdzLJaR PRI Y
GAGK GoK2 Aa GKAA FFFSOGAY3Is: K2 Aa AlG FFFSOGAyTanlS2 I
with a social work background helps her ensure that she isable to dpir @ 3dzS | 62dzi a6 KIF G Aa&

I QGdzr tt& KIFIa GKS [[dzASGSad @2A0S¢ Ay KSNI O2YYdzyAideo
Should social workers seek political involvement:

The connection between social work and political involvement was clear to Jacquelyn. When consideringitia¢ pol
Ot AYIFGS AY Db2NIK /INRBfAYlIZ akKS Fala aAFT az20Aalf g2N] S
concern for the clients social workers serve, positing that political involvement is critical in making sure social workel
continue to have the resources to serve their clients, or maintain employment. Jacquelyn encourages all social workers
G408 AyQP2t OSRZA SOSYBAF: AR By aStFYO2t OSSR LI NI A Odzf I NI
GKIRAMBOG AYLI OO 2y tA@Sad 2 KSGKSNI AGQa alioktBese{n€e 2 2 . 2
GKS a20AFf 62N)] LISNRELSOGAQGS® , 2dz R2y Qi KI@S G2 0S |y

12
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Theresa Locklear, Pembroke, NC

Education:MSW, University dlorth Carolina at Pembroke

Current Eleatd Position:Pembroke Town Council Member
A 5

dHaving Social Workers in political positions enables us to bring a
change to our communities by implementing programs that will be
the poor and middle class.

“ o

Motivation to seek elected office:
Theresa identified a neefbr change that was present in the Town of PembroKeeresadiscussed théack of gender

diversityoni KS t SY0 NB | S Pergbioke Téwd Goliizik rhembers were men only and they had been on the
Council for a number of years. | felt that beingpaialworker, a female and new comer to tiseuncilthat | viewed policies
differently. Instead of being for a small group of pegpig/ vision was what would be best for the largest number of
people in the townIn order to bring about my visighhad to seeloffice,so | ran for Pembroke Town Courtil.

What social work brings to the table that is unique or needed in the palitioat

Theresa discussed hesle insupporting the comranity and encouraging community activitias a social workeSome

of the activities she has helped to start axgearly Easter egg Hunlighting of the Christmagédes in the Milton Hunt

Park atea party for little girls, ath of July Bash at the Milton Hunt PadSpiritual Walkand a nonthly prayer in the

Milton Hunt ParkThrough her work as councilwoman, she has been able to develop and impleenamalprograms in

the Town of PembrokeTheresa stated that as a social worker, staa dsee the need to bring the community closer
together by doing different types of activities that involve the commuNitg Y 6 S Th#resaalsospokeabout

her encouragement of the public to get involved inatlens and the voting procegDufiing an election year | encourage
others to take part in the voting process and educate people about candidates that are seeking office. | actively campai
for candidates of my choice.

Should social workers seek political involvement:

Theresa believes that social workers shouldcksaalitical involvement to make recommendatiotasbring about positive
change related to policie3heresa emphasizes the power social workers in politizgsitipns have t@implement

programs that will benefit the poor and middle clasEheresa emphasized the crucial role that she plays in ensuring
GOKIFG FEf LIS2LX S Ay Yeé O2YYdzyAade KF@S Sldaft FOod&aa :3
ol &aA O Shéddhamethis support of the community in accessing resources and opportunities to be one of the
most important parts of being a social worker in a political role.

13
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Paige Sayles, Franklin Coud¢
Education:MSW, FloridaStateUniversity
CurrentElected PositionFranklin County Board of Education, Member

& gcial work helps start action & | SSLJ RA & Odza é]

Motivation to seek elected office:

t FA3SQa LRt AdA Oh & peksoidRvielZaS Shé hemilir childsed in
school and was concerned abosthool issues and how thespuld impacther al
children.To address her concerns, Paige began attending sclvaotiBneetings and found, at the timéhe Board seemed
GAaadzsS 2NARSyidSRE¢ langeracKSbolisystenyf he@ith. O &2 YR F2 dzy R U Khe.i2 AKISQ:
RANBOGAZ2Y YR TSt (GKSe& ySSRSR (2 (K &pokitioRdh hdr lbctBoaydoR &
EducationPaige perceived an injustice or mality in her community and took action to become more directly involved

in tackling school system issu&ince 1998, Paige has worked alongside feBoard members in considering who needs

help and how theéBoard can work together to meet those needsdaenhance their community.

What social wrk brings to the table that is unique needed in the political arena:

{20A1f @2N] alF FFSOGAa SJSNE leroftBecBoardrohEARatidhiRrEgperignge irkbBtN) &
direct and macro practeallows h&ld 2 af 221 OB AZNB K S | ¢ R2 O 8§ GINERISHBhE& lgds, kil & dz
familiesb $he prevalence of Systems Theory in her work helps her examine issues critically &8 sk a1 y 26t S
help fellow ard members understansyd 1 SY& YR K2 ¢ Peige haddso fund thaSsgcialdvbrk offers

I ANBdzyRAY3I Ay a2t @Ay3 LINRBoOfSYazZ NIGKSNI GKFY o0SAy3a aN
arise.

Should social wrkers seek political involvement

FASR 2y KSNJ SELISNRASYOSa 6AGK a20AFf 62N] FyRINBY®G:
politically involved.Accordingli 2 t F A3S3X a20Alf 62N | ydRerdcighizedhat Qdlitical NI
Ayo2t 0SydepelR @Y oK G @& 2 dzNJ AaTiSiesiy ahipkdaded tawBrdsacro level issues, bshe
feelsLISNBE dzr RSR (GKI G LREAGAOFIfte | O0ADBS AYRAODARIZ fa4 aKI O
of us[social workerkoutthere, 6 S g2 dzZf Ry Qi 6S Ay (GKS YSaa 46SQNB Ay Y205

14
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Tom Stevens, Hillsborough, NC
Education:MSW, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Current Elected Positiorilayor of Hillsborough, NC

r "

G2 SQONB GFE1Ay3a | 062dzi Zag8p¥ch of

community and what impet we have on quality of livelssues
social work grapples with far transcend provision of

a20A1f aSNIAOSAE dé

4 v

Notivation to seek elected office:

During college, Tom spent time teaching and working with kids, and giféeluation he became a pigchool teacher.
Following teaching, Tom worked in group homes, and with those experiences realized he wanted to work with families
a family therapist. With that new direction in mind, Tom earned his MSW and enjoyed a tyemntyareer in mental
health and human services as a therapist. He also worked in various program director roles, and spent twelve years a
family service agency executive director, all while beiagy involved in his community and local Rprofits. However,

he took a sabbatical after which launching his own business as a Leadership Consultant. Working from home, Tom reali
Ff 0K2dzZ3K KS fAOBSR Ay R2gy(26y | Affao2NRdAKSET KS aYAiaa
with [hisjbug y Saavé¢ 1a | NBadZ G 2F FSStAyad RAaAO2yySOGSR TNR
Ay@2t SR 6AGK (G§KS 02 YYdzy Aire dofes dndis adirgegtly seriiy hiS foustiOwéri gsylayore
of Hillsborough. Despiteth@A y3 6 SSy fSaa LREAGAOFITtE Ay@d2f SR LINBGJA
OdzNBS (2 fSINYy K2¢ (GKAy3Ia INB R2YyS |yR (y2¢ GKS LIS2LId
GKSNBE KS ¢g2N)a (d260R8A2y>d2NBLIMTaORIEAYI KAa G2y |0
OKSSNI SIFRSNE F2NJ KAa O2YYdzyAiideo

What social work brings to the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

Tom has been able to draw heavily on social work princiges layor. As an individual who often serves as the face of
KAa O2YYdzyAides &az20Alf ¢2N] KFa GNFXAYSR KAY G2 KI @S

0dzZA f RAY 3 NI LILRNI gA0GK KAa O2yaidAa cheflividual regaddleds 8f theidlstdtdn ik A
fAFSPe ¢KAA aAyOSNB NBaLISOG F2NJFff YSYOSNE 2F KAaa O:
62N] Ay {2aiGSYada ¢KS2NEIX gKSNB KS aliNADSEK 1@ KB IY 1SR
FYR K2g LIS2LXS ¢2N)] Fa | 3INRBdAzLIPE ¢2Y dzASR YdzOK 2F (K
FSSta GKIFG AG Aa aYdzOK GKS akyYS F2N) O2YYdzyAlunBesd { &
LI NOAOALI GSx | ff KFgS Ne2dGa Ay &a20Alf @g2N] ®¢ h@SNI f
F LILINBOALF GA2Y 2F AyOfdzAaAzy>S RAGSNEBAGEI YR KdzYly o SKI ¢

Should social workers seek political insment:

¢2Y 0StASPSa &20Alf 62N] SNA &Kz2dA R 1 LREAGAOLE Ay
| 2 NI K & SNE12 fastial & - A

R dkK2as @2i10Sa

F RO YOS 6KIG

A 2 4 oA 4

St SOGSR 2FFAOAITEZ ¢2Y NBIfAT Sa GKI
FS6 LIS2LX S sK2 GSyR G2 3Si Ayo2t SR
8
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Summer Woodside, Scotland County, NC

Education:BSW, University of North Carolina at Pembroke
MSW, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Ph.D. Specialized Education Services, UNC Greensboro

Current Elected Positiorscotland County School Board

G{20A1If B2NJSNE ONAYy3 gAl0K (K.
how to goply frameworks to evaluate if a policy is biased towards
FAFAyad OSNIFAY LI Lz

Motivation to seek elected office:

From the timeDr. Woodsidébegan her BSW programshe saw herself doing micro and mezzo practices with clients and
never imagined herself being involved with political advocBeyWoodsidestated that in the settings that she worked

Ay &KS aalbg Ylye gle&a Ay ¢ KAh® Kientsithat 3he wotkad wittifeFeSperiec®of ( K S
direct practi@ as a school social workBr. Woodsidét 6 SOF YS Ay ONBI aAy3dte AyiSNBadsS!
FSRSNIt>X adFiST yR 20t fS@Sta 27 DEW@GSNFpSndthat TF SO
GKSNB 6SNB (AYSa 6KSy aLRfAOe RSOA&AA2YA RAR y20 NBTFI !
G2y 0SS AYLX SYSYGSR (KS L1fAOASa NB Hdoddid&Bo menfiongdSvaslthath &S
GLR2fAOe RSOA&AAZ2YA KIR (KS LRGSydAl f Thivegh goSersailons@vnistate | T -
and local representative§r. Woodsid&x 6 S3Iy G2 NBFfAT S (KIFG Ylye 2F GKSY
consequence8 ¥ (G KS LJ2f A0Oe& RSO Marpassicio einfoder otherS tiBughvekucation Aridd d
experiences in the school social work setting dealing with policies motivated her to run for the school board to be able
G2 FR@20I GS T2 NJodSS RUSIGISANISYR LU2NPAIGY/ARS &1 KiS2 6 Sa il Ay dSNBai
What social work brings to the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

Dr. Woodsideemphasized the ways that micro and mezzo level social work skills used with clieatsoairaportant in
advocacy efforts in the political aren® OA I £ 62 NJ] SNRQ | 06 A f A (i-endedl Quesiicnghdtively A & K
listen, and show empathyrakey skills in founding relationships with stakeholders, constituents, and the elected

officials that social workers must work witbr. WoodsideéS YLK a AT SR G KIF G &20A1f 62N S
YySA20A1LG2NAZ YR Y8RANIBSEKSHKNFOK ANSVAPAALINROIZ8KD |
maintain an abity to analyze policy and apply frameworks to examine potential biases that might exist in policies.
Finally,Dr. WoodsideK A 3 Kf AIKGa (GKS AYLERNIFYyd NRBEtS 2F a20AFt g2NJ
worth of the person, importance dfuman relationships, integrity, and competence in navigating the political af@na.
professional Code of Ethics provides social workers with a foundation for engaging in effective political practice and
advocacyDr. Woodsidenoted the manner in whichur professional Code of Ethics helps social workers to stay
GANRdzy RSR Ay 2dzNJ O2NB @l fdz2Sa a 6S | RG20FGS¢ |yR G2 |
work in the political arena.

Should social workers seek political invo

Dr. Woodsidebelieves social workers should be involved in politics and noted similarities that exist between political
LINI OGAOSKkERG20F 08 YR YAONR &420ALf 2Nl ® {KS O2ydAyds
example, the same rewandlj feeling that comes with empowering a client to make positive change in his or her life also
occurs in the political arena, only the advocacy and decisions you make have the potential to have a positive impact or
0KS fA@Sa 27 Y DbyWodsiferpliaszed political jhidBement and advocacy as a part of our
LINEFSaaAaz2ylt FyR SGKAOIf NBALRYAAOATAGASEAT SYLKEFAAT A\
promote the general welfare of society and the development of indiviflud I YR O2YYdzy A G A Sa dé
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Kay Castillo, Raleigh, NC

Education:BSW, Campbell University

Currently:Nationd Association of Social Workdwerth Carolina Chapter
Director of Advocacy, Policy, and Legislation

Gt 2t AGAOLE Ay@2ft @S
6KAOK N8B RST

Motivation to work in the political arena:
t 2t AGAOIE ol NBySaa Fy AyaGSaANIXft LINIG 2F KSNI FFYAfS
introduction to lobbying occuad during an internship while studying abroad in London during her undergraduate work
Fad /FYLWOStEt ! yAGSNAAGED® tfFOSR G alNAS {(21L)Sa LyidSNy
health and teen issues where she delivered aspreation to Parliament. Later, she completed an internship at the
National Association of Social Workers, North Carolina Chapter (NMWCSVWvhere she was further introduced to advocacy

at the state level. Both experiences, abroad and domestic, showed Kaly i & R@2 OF O& Aa | 3f 206
AdaadzS aLIl Ny SR GKIFG LI aarazyé | yR-NR wkere 8hdivorks fo buildSr&atiohships2
with fellow social workers and state officials to disseminate information to sacieders on how certain issues will affect
0KS LINRPFSaaAzy FyR GKS LRLJzZ GA2ya GKS& ASNBSo® | SNI |
2y J2+f&aé¢ Ay (GKS O2yGSEG 2F 6KFG aNBlrtfte KILWSya Ay

What social work brings toettable that is unique or needed in the political arena:

C2NJ Yl &3 a20Alt 62N)] KF&a GFdAKG KSNJ G2 aft221 Fd F &aAi
is available to them, and look at a problem from different angles and haveyedzy A (0 & LI NIy SNR ®¢ Y I
critical to the political process because social workers are present in a variety of settings and havdacetettitraining

that gives them an edge in understanding how legislation will impact their clienésidition to the proliferation of social
62Nl SNE Ay O@FNA2dza aSOG2NRZI Yl & KFra F2dzyR a20Alf 62N
g2N] G GKS adGrasS tS@Sto ! aiay3da GKS / 2 Rppditfor désinorsugh&t a L
GKS LINPFSaarzy 2F a20AFft ¢2N] ¢ KStLA af SYR ONBRAOATL A
Should social workers seek political involvement:

Social work and political involvement, according to Kay, go frahdndAy G KIF 0X a2 SQNBE 02YY
legislators are community representativestherefore, they NEED to hear from social workers from all over their districts.
Outside of this, it is a great way to advocate for our clientwe need to better voice thessues in our districts by talking

G2 2dzNJ £t STAatFG2NAR YR FAYRAYy3I az2tdziazyadéd Ly | RRAGA
LINEPFS&daAz2y> YIé Ffa2 NBYAYRa a20Alt 42 Nhi&NEhe diiwng forcd J2
2F 2dzNJ LINPFSEaaA2Yy D¢
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Susanna BirdsonRaleigh, NC

Education:MSW,University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
J.D., Amacan University
Currently: ACLU of North CarolinBolicy Counsel. Registered Lobbyist

. N
& llot of times social workers are the only folks talking tc
legislators about different populations of people and how

these policies affect these people, particularly vulnerable i
YIENBAYLFfAT SR LIS2LX

. o’

Motivation to work in the political arena

Susana realized she wanted to be one of the voices that influenced the deaisaking process because she was

Ge2NJAYy3a Ay | a@adSYy |[yR gFyaGdAy3d KAy 38usdnisalde tovr@iugde F |

the language of bills anldws to make sure that everyone has a place at the table. For Susanna that meant learning hov

to take a much more front roweat so by obtainingher MSW/3DKS ¢ a 6t S (2 € SIFNY Y2NB

YR K2g fl ga 3ISG LI asé KeRsbciabwerk sySem® gersedtive delinfiigncdl tBat process for the

betterment of everyone.

What social work brings to the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

fil think that social workers have a unique understanding and an\ahilitalk about all different kinds of folks with
legislators and decision makers people who are their clients and people they interact with in other ways and being ab
to build relationships with and have conversations with along the évay{ 2 @Kgvé Mrg Birdsong the skikt to see

these inequities and how they affected individuals. It allowed her to bring these stories to the table and create thes:
relationships and conversations with policy makers to inform them in a way they may not be idfotherwise. Social
workers bring a valuable perspective in sharing the experiences and circumstances of those folks.

Should social wiers seek political involvement:

aves | think that social workers have an ethical responsibility to serve thdividual clients to the best of their ability
and oftenthat includes speaking up for clients and communities in political and policy spaces and advocacy is certair
0KS Y2ald SFFSOGAL®S sl e& GKFG LQ@OS F2dzyR G2 o6S FoftS G2
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Matt Gross, RaleighNC

Education:MSW, Virginia Commonwealth University

Currently: Assistant Secretary for Government Affairs of the North Carolina
Department of Health and Human Services

Previously:NC Child, Policy Director

2SS KI@S + NBalLlRyaiaoAftAde G2 L
justice. Increasing opportunities for people to succeed should be the gt
a20AFf 62N] | YR Lzt AO

Motivation to work in the political arena:

After earning a Bachelor degree in Psycholagih a minor in social work during his undergraduate career at North
I[P NREAYl {GFrGS | yAGSNEAGES al dd (1ySe KS Gt A1SR KSf LA
do so. However, he quickly learned during the first year of his MSMR I NJ ¥ GKIF G KS af A1 SR f
LINPO6t SYas odzi 323G SlFairfte FTNHAGNI GSR gAGK LIS2LX S sK2
school experiences, particularly his love for the social welfare policy course dipaihhim determine with finality, that
GKS Ot AyAOFf NRdziS o6Fa y20 FT2NE KAY®D® 22NJAy3I SAGK (K
GKA&AS 0SOldzasSsz G GKS GAYS KS 41 a ¢2N)] AWEI 60K NISaNGS | (i
A 61 a 0SOFdzaS 2F | ONRB{Sy aegadSvyos¢ IS NBIfAT SR (K
/| dZNNByifes KS A& dzaAy3d KAa 200A2dza LI aairzy FSMhartcSwrd, | Ay
G6KSNB KS SEFYAySa GKS aLI NIYSGSNE 6SQONB 2LINIGAy3a Ay
and their families.

What social work brings to the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

As a social wdeer who spends a vast amount of time disseminating information, mitigating threats that result from
misinformation, and serving as an expert in child development for the benefit of legislators, Matt has found social worl
to be invaluable in his practicel NI A Odzf NI @ 2 KS NBO23ayAl Sa GKFG araidqQa N
0KNRdZAK®E | RRAGAZ2Y It GKS a20AFf g2N)] RS3INBS gAGK
GONBIFiSa F2f1a ¢KithsaitS bEnsé & Ihal palityldoks like énNide Bround and a more well
NRdzyRSR @ASg 2F a420ALf 2dzadA0S AaadsSade ¢KS K2f AaGAO0
a20AFt 62N | R@20I GSa 4Kka g bedi shat of hidng theinselids vrdl théirfainBies & goadilife
through initiatives like high quality early childhood education, progressive tax policies that encourage upward mobility
and access to basic needs like housing, food, transportatiofKedd f (G K O NB @ LF @2dz R2y Qi L
Al oAttt 0S KINR FT2N GKSY G2 Ff2d2NRAaKDE

Should social workers seek political involvement:

al GG FSSta GKFIG az20Alf ¢2N]JSNA aKz2dzZz R 0S Y2 n&n&efydred SF
should go macro. It could be local politics, working in the legislature, or somebody who works in a clinical setting but ge
frustrated with a policy and uses that experience to inform those working at the policy level. Then you get @lgnyod p
ANRPdzyRSR Ay LIN} OGAOS®¢ Ly FTRRAGAZY (G2 SyO2dz2N}3IAy3a &z
62N] SNE (2 aSyO2dzN} 3S (GKSANI Ot ASyida (G2 SESNODAAS GKSAN
tothS LRffad 2SS aAK2dA R SyadaNBE (GKSAN SO2y2YAO LRaAGAZ2Y
SELINB&a&AYT GKSAN g2A0Sdé
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Alison Kiser, DurhanNC

Education:MSW, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Currently:Planned Parenthood of Centrdorth Carolina, Director of
Public Affairs

0As social workers we are obligated to make change wherever w
that change needs to ocalre

Motivation to work in the political arena:
Alison always had an interest in the political process desiring © NB I G S KFy3S
FNRBY (G(KS (2L) R2gydé {KS FSSta (GKS Yzal STFFTFSOGADS oI &
policies and their implementation affect individuals and families at the direct practice level. To Alison, it isaetiyat

G SQNB | fd LIDO2YVYEOHPBR RANBOG LINI OGAOS tS@St &a20Alft g2
speaking to her motivation to work towards informing the development of policies that best meet the needs of various
populations. Towards this, Alison has been working with Planned Parenthood of Central North Carolina as a lobbyist sir
Hnny BKSNB &aKS dzaSa KSNI LI adaiazy G2 GRNI g LIS2LX S Ayid?z
AN aaNB 204 leR@nDdh Ofdebtime {o Kn@lyzRg policy and investigating policies that could occur in North
/' NRPEAYlF® | RRAGAZ2YIffe@Y aKS YIyl3Sa 2dziNBFOK STF2NLa
KSt LI ONBI (S aeaidSYAO OKIy3aSoé

What socibwork brings to the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

Speaking again to the very nature of social work, where social workers both serve and advocate for their clients, Alis
feels the Code of Ethics and social work emphasis on gyteiople first is what gives social workers a unique perspective
2y GKS LREAGAOFE LINRPOSaad ! RRAGAZzYylIffesxs aAKS RSaONROGS
clientst anybody hag toselfRS G SNX A Y I (i A 2 y Mder b Kotk@found gubligdlicyiissdes She cites the
NASW Code of Ethics as a guiding force for the value of clierdesettnination where, in her work with Planned

t I NBYGiK22RY aGLINB3IylyoOoe RSOA&AAZ2Y A | NB ntitdSridle BuelhéalthtayeRs a0 2
NAIKGE y2a | LINAGATSISope {KS FSSfta KStLAYy3I AYRADAIRdZ
OKFG LIS2L)X S ySSR G2 0SS ofS (2 YI 1S SRdzOhéréxdReritngeRasmay T
d20AFE 62NJISNIAY Lzt A0 LRfAOe>T !fAaz2y FSSta (KlIke &2
¢KS ydzYoSNJ 2yS F20dza 6S KIF@S Aa 2y (KS |-38retdd Brspéctveis ¢ A f
Bl tdzq 6fS Ay GéRNANBE LISt BT ad 258 At | LINEGZS L2deBYy G A £ & dzL
FYR NBFOKAY3a | LI OS gKSNB &2dz Oy 3Si a2YSUOKAy3a LI2a&j

Should social workers seek political insment:

2 KSy Fa1SR lo2dzi GKS ySSR ¥2NJ a20Alt 62Nl SNB G2 0S8 §)
a20AFf 62NJSNB NS SiKAOFffe 206fA3FGSR G2 FAIKIG F2NJ
WK 6§SOSNI £t SgSt ySOSaal NEodég 2KSGHKSNI Ot ASyida I NB | FF¥SOL
lftAazy TSSta a20Alft 62N]ISNB Ydzad aFAIKEG G2 YIS OKI y:z
the importay OS 2F &a20AFf $2N] LINBASYyOS Ay LRftAGAOa 0SOlFdAaS
62dzi 6KIFIG Aa 3F2Ay3a 2y FyYyR GKS OKFfftSy3asSa Ay GKSANI C
populations social work sees.
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Karen MclLeod, RaleigiNC

Education:MSW, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Currently:Benchmarks NC, Lobby&td CEO

r N
G{20A1f G2N]J SNAE I NB &adzLJJi2:
LI 6KeX F2NJ GK2aS y 2 dostshgid

AyGaSyid lo2dzi gKIG a2 O0A

\ o

Motivation to work in the political arena:

After realizing her strengths lay in macro social work, Karen has worked in macro positions at state and county levels, ¢
Ad OdzZNNByidfe ¢g2NlAy3a Ay (GKS LINAGFGS aSOd2N® Ly GKS |

FYFTAy3dé | SNINRES & | [200éArAald FYyR /9h 2F . SyOKYLIl NJ
to educatethe state regarding the needs of the populations she serves. Currently representing ninety agencies, Kare
dzaSa KSNJ GNIXAYyAy3d G2 a3aIABS || @2A0S (2 a20Alf 62N)] SNA

0KS@ QNB R2 A yhAgraudd$evel 2 N) ¢ 2 Y

What social work brings to the table that is unique or needed in the political arena:

{20A1t 62N] KIFa&a SIdALIWISR YINBy (2 S@rtdzz S aeadiSvaxz
jdz £t Ad& 2F OF NBENF2NBIGRST LBARA | @3RIPEa® t F NIAOdzAE | NI & |
F2N) GK24S K2 OFyQizée gKAETS aSSTAy3a (2 AYLINRGS ljdzZ A
of social justica which she describes as theot of social work. In addition to grounding her social work practice as a
lobbyist in seeking social justice, Karen also uses social work skills to start where the client is, in this case |egidlators
embrace that concept. Being able to start whehe client is has allowed her to respect, if not always agree, with the
people she works with, understanding she can use this skill to affect change. Social work has also taught her that polit
Ad o2dzi aS@21Ay3 aeadsSya Wtkitical Sxanine thgirposiiich asSa@eidl Sorkerknoty -
only on an individual level, but also the systems level.

Should social workers seek political involvement:

Strongly passionate about macro social work and political involvement that can helpdasnvironment of social justice

AY Db2NIK /INRBEAYlIZ YINByYy adlrisSaz aaz20Alt 62N)] SNER | NE
Sy3dlF 3SR aSSvya fA1S GKSeQ@S f2ad G§KSANI Ay ipghssizinglsdacial dzi
62Nl SNEQ NBalLRyaArAoAtAGe (2 0SS LREAGAOFffte Sy3ar3aSR |yl
GKEFEG 200dzNBE G GKS LR AGAOIKITIDNAS tRAGKESY NI Sty d & didp NKIA f
Understand how systems work, work in their confines, and be clearinyourgeK & @ 2dz | N KSNB ¥+

22

——
| —



Alex Miller,RaleighNC

Education:MSW, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Currently: Alex Miller Government Affairs, Lobbyist

Gt 2aA0A2y @2dNBRSEF G2 o0
AYy@2t SR Ay AGXZ 2N Al

Motivation to work in the political arena:

When describing his passion for lobbying, Aletesa L G ¢ a Pridr@oyiddbiafaisehbotied UNChapel HillAlex
provideddirect services for adults thi developmental disabilitie\ state funded position, Aleoticedflaws at the policy

f SGSt GKIG GaLINBGSYGSR Ijdzy8BA F HAL R A iiiEEH Qatidh X RiFghE dirdcEpkRtiYe R ¢
experience to graduate school,eklcompleted arinternship at the Covenant with NC Children, where he tracked school
violence issues and made policy recommendations for BisSNJY/ defiglativ@ agendaPostgraduation, Alex was able

to turn his interest in reducing school violence into a career, serving as a contract lobbyist, where his efforts helped rest
in the School Violence Prevention Act of 20B8joying his time working ah¢ state level, where he has found political
involvement accessible, he serviis clients by building relationships with legislators and colleagues to affect change
GKSNB Ll2aarofSy NBO2IyATAy3d (GKFG aftlg AayQd Slrae G2
What social wrk brings to the table that is unique oreeded in the political arena:

Social Work, with its persecentered perspective, taught Alex to work with people where they are and not to impose his
belief systems on othersather, to encourage others, like legislators,dai  { S 2 6y SNE &S LIR 8Sdick A 2.3
2 2NJ] Qa [/ 2 RiSo sBrfeshAléxasitod & help informthe decisions he makes as a lobbyist on a dailsis
Similarly, he has found sociaPWNJ Q& G a d N2y 3-2  N¥ RN & 2 i 2\aBySaisofitiiredriexpdriéhde,
Alex elaboratesi K| 102 GAF @2dzQNBE I2Ay3 (2 0SS Ay@d2t @ SRorking ondhié I LIA
ground levelYou need to see how consumérsy R LINJ O A (i AAwaR Kdering foren@ S @ur Migd2 Who it

Ad 6SQNB GNBAYy3 (G2 aSNBSde

Should social arkers seelpolitical involvement

AlexfeelS GSNE 2y S aK2dzZ R SELISNASYOS LIt AGAOI f hele§witizthe@Saas v i
that dedicated political invb @S Y SW@ i aREN) EPENBEAPDREPA Y P2f OSYSYyld Aa |y
challend y3 | YR XiBea,linKiRwoyk Bedhas fourtd 2 da@eNaBly person speaking for those you represant

GKF G A& y 2 Theladkdf indeistaingiiie geheral population about what social work is, #melstereotypes

that accompany socialevk and the populations it serves can make political involvemdfitdit. However, Alex states
that,a & | LINE F $ri éodlcRdg moreddcalibri-aboutdhe professionf social work issues are seen as crucial
[Inpoliticd= AGQa Y2NB RATTAOdA G (2 2dzadATe Odzia G(KFdG O2dA R
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